Level 1 & 2 Mini Story Transcripts
Introduction

These are text transcripts for all the Level 1 & 2 Mini-Stories.

What about level 3? Well, Level 3 is the advanced level. I want you to focus ONLY on listening at
that level. Once you reach level 3, you need to focus all of your attention on listening.
Sometimes you won’t understand everything-- that is OK. Just keep listening-- listen to each MiniStory many times. Relax. Enjoy. You will improve.
How To Use These Text Transcripts (for level 1& 2 Mini-Stories):
1. First, try to only listen
Don’t use these text transcripts first. Try to listen to the mini-stories without the text. If you understand them, you don’t need the text-- just continue to listen.
2. Use these text transcripts only when you don’t undertand something
If you don’t understand part of a Mini-Story, read the text. This will help you identify vocabulary you
might not understand from just listening. Use a dictionary, if necessary, to find unknown words.
3. Read and Listen at the same time, a few times
Once you know all of the words and phrases in a Mini-Story, you can listen and read at the same
time. Do this a few times only
4. Just Listen again
As soon as possible, focus on just listening-- without reading. These text transcripts are only a supplement. DO NOT FOCUS ON READING-- FOCUS ON LISTENING! Most of your time should be
spent only listening to the Mini-Stories (and answering the questions). These text transcripts can
help you, but don’t use them too much :)
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1. A Day For The Dead MS
Welcome to the mini story for Day of the Dead. In the mini story I will do 3 things. I will make a
statement. For example, “I arrived in Guatemala.” When you hear a statement, a sentence, you just
say, “Ah,” or, “Oh.” You need to say that. Show that you understand this is not a question. A statement is not a question, so when you hear a statement say, “Ah.” For example, “I arrive in
Guatemala.” “Ah.”
The second thing I will do is ask a question you know the answer to. For example, “Where do I
arrive?” I will stop. You say the answer. You must say the answer to every question. I say, “I arrive
in Guatemala. Where did I arrive?” You say, “Guatemala.” Easy.
And No. 3, I might ask a question you don’t know the answer to. If you don’t know the answer just
guess. Say any answer, but you must answer every question. Use your pause button if necessary.
Let’s begin. Here we go.
I arrived in Guatemala on the Day of the Dead, November 1st. Did I arrive in Guatemala? Yes.
Yes, I arrived in Guatemala. Where did I arrive? Guatemala, right. I arrived in Guatemala.
I arrived in Guatemala on the Day of the Dead, November 1st. Who arrived in Guatemala on the
Day of the Dead? Well, me – AJ. I arrived in Guatemala on the Day of the Dead, November 1st.
Did I arrive in Guatemala on November 3rd? No, no. I didn’t arrive in Guatemala on November 3rd;
I arrived in Guatemala on November 1st.
What day did I arrive in Guatemala? November 1st. I arrived in Guatemala on November 1st.
Where did I arrive on November 1st? Guatemala. I arrived in Guatemala on November 1st.
I arrived in Guatemala on the Day of the Dead, November 1st. I was curious about this holiday so I
went to the cemetery to see what was happening. Was I angry about this holiday? No, no. I wasn’t
angry about this holiday.
Was I sad about this holiday? No, no. I wasn’t sad about this holiday. I was curious about this holiday. Who was curious about this holiday? Well, I was – AJ. I was curious about this holiday.
What was I curious about? The holiday. I was curious about the holiday. Which holiday was I curious about? Which holiday was I curious about? The Day of the Dead. I was curious about the Day
of the Dead.
Was I curious about the Day of the Dead or was I curious about Christmas? No. I was curious
about the Day of the Dead of course. I was curious about the Day of the Dead so I went to the
cemetery to see what was happening. Where did I go? To the cemetery.
I went to the cemetery. Did I go to the cemetery or did I go to the airport? Easy. I went to the
cemetery. Who went to the cemetery? Well, me – AJ. I went to the cemetery.
Where did I go? To the cemetery, right. I went to the cemetery. When did I go to the cemetery?
November 1st, the Day of the Dead. I went to the cemetery on the Day of the Dead, November 1st.
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Why did I go to the cemetery? Well, to see what was happening. I went to the cemetery to see
what was happening. Who went to the cemetery to see what was happening? Me – AJ – went to
the cemetery to see what was happening.
Where was the cemetery? In Guatemala. The cemetery was in Guatemala. What is the Day of the
Dead? A holiday. The Day of the Dead is a holiday.
When is the Day of the Dead? November 1st. The Day of the Dead was and is November 1st, so I
went to the cemetery on the Day of the Dead to see what was happening. What I found was quite
interesting. Was it boring? No, no. It wasn’t boring.
Was it interesting? Yes, yes. It was interesting. The cemetery was interesting. How did I feel about
the cemetery? I felt it was interesting or I thought it was interesting.
Was it boring or was it interesting? It was interesting. Of course it was interesting. What was interesting? The cemetery. The cemetery was interesting.
When was the cemetery interesting? It was interesting on the Day of the Dead, November 1st. The
atmosphere in the cemetery was like a party. Was the atmosphere very sad? No, no. The atmosphere was not sad.
The atmosphere was like a party. The atmosphere was very happy. Was the atmosphere sad or
happy? The atmosphere was happy. The atmosphere was like a party.
What was like a party? The atmosphere. The atmosphere in the cemetery was like a party. Where
was the atmosphere like a party? In the cemetery – the cemetery. The atmosphere was like a party
in the cemetery.
Was the atmosphere like a party at my house? No, no. Not at my house. The atmosphere was like
a party at the cemetery. The atmosphere was not like a party in my house. So the atmosphere was
like a party. There were people everywhere.
Families were sitting around the graves of their dead ancestors. Where were the families sitting?
Around the graves. They were sitting around the graves. Who was sitting around the graves? The
families. The families were sitting around the graves.
Were they sitting around the trees? No. They weren’t sitting around the trees. They were sitting
around the graves. So where were they sitting? Around the graves. Families were sitting around
the graves of their dead ancestors.
Were they sitting around the graves of their dead ancestors? Yes, yes. They were sitting around the
graves of their dead ancestors. Were they sitting around the graves of their friends? No, not really.
They were sitting around the graves of their dead ancestors.
Who was sitting around the graves? That’s right. Families were sitting around the graves. Whose
graves were they sitting around? Whose graves were they sitting around? Yes. Their dead ancestors’ – their ancestors’ – their ancestors’ graves.
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They were sitting around the graves of their dead ancestors. Were they sitting around the graves of
their dead ancestors or the graves of their friends? Ancestors, right? They were sitting around the
graves of their dead ancestors.
They cleaned the graves and added fresh flowers. Who cleaned the graves? That’s right. The families. What did they add? They added fresh flowers.
Did they add food? No, no. They didn’t add food. Did they add money? No, no. They didn’t add
money. They added fresh flowers.
What did they clean? They cleaned the graves. Whose graves did they clean? Their ancestors’.
They cleaned their ancestors’ graves. Where did they add flowers? Where? They added flowers to
the graves.
That’s right. They cleaned the graves and added fresh flowers. Good. I walked through the cemetery and admired the beauty of all the colorful flowers. Where did I walk? Through the cemetery.
I walked through the cemetery. Did I walk through the park? No. I didn’t walk through the park. I
walked through the cemetery. Where did I walk? Through the cemetery.
Who walked through the cemetery? I did – AJ. I walked through the cemetery. Did I walk through
the cemetery or did I walk through the park? I walked through the cemetery. That’s right, and I
admired the beauty of all the colorful flowers.
Did I admire the beauty of the trees? No, no. I didn’t admire the beauty of the trees. Did I admire
the beauty of the children? No. I didn’t admire the beauty of the children.
What did I admire? The flowers. Yeah. I admired the beauty of all the colorful flowers. Who
admired the beauty of all the colorful flowers? That’s right. AJ – me – admired the beauty of all the
colorful flowers.
Where were the flowers? On the graves in the cemetery. The flowers were on the graves in the
cemetery. Were the flowers in the park? No. They weren’t in the park.
Were the flowers in my house? No. They weren’t in my house. Where were the flowers? The flowers were on the graves in the cemetery.
Where did I walk? I walked through the cemetery. When did I walk through the cemetery? Ah.
November 1st, the Day of the Dead. November 1st, the Day of the Dead, I walked through the
cemetery.
What was the cemetery like? Like a party. It was like a party. The cemetery was like a party. Was I
curious about this holiday? Yes. I was curious about this holiday.
Which holiday was I curious about? Yeah. The Day of the Dead. I was curious about the Day of
the Dead so I walked through the cemetery. There was also color in the sky because many kids
were flying kites.
Where was the color? In the sky. That’s right. In the sky. Why was there color in the sky?
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Because kids were flying kites – the kites. There was color in the sky because kids were flying kites.
Who were flying kites? Kids. Kids were flying kites. Was the sky colorful or was the sky gray? The
sky was colorful.
What was colorful? They sky. The sky was colorful. Why was the sky colorful? Because kids were
flying kites.
What were the kids flying? Kites. That’s right. The kids were flying kites. Where were they flying
kites? In the cemetery. The kids were flying kites in the cemetery.
Who was flying kites in the cemetery? Kids, children. Kids were flying kites in the cemetery. Some
families were having a picnic next to the graves. We in the United States don’t do this, so some
families were having a picnic next to the graves. They ate, they drank, and they chatted together.
Did they eat? Yes. They ate. Who ate? Families, right? Of course. Families ate.
What did they eat? They ate Guatemalan food – food from Guatemala. The families ate
Guatemalan food. Did they eat American food? No, no. They didn’t eat American food.
They ate Guatemalan food. Where did they eat Guatemalan food? In the cemetery. They ate food
in the cemetery. They ate Guatemalan food in the cemetery.
They also drank in the cemetery. Did they drink water in the cemetery? No, no. What did they drink
in the cemetery? They drank beer. Who drank beer? The families. The families drank beer.
What did they eat? Guatemalan food. They ate Guatemalan food and drank beer. Did they drink
beer or did they drink water? They drank beer.
Where did they drink beer? They drank beer in the cemetery. When did they drink beer? Ah.
November 1st, the Day of the Dead they drank beer. When did they eat? They ate on November
1st, the Day of the Dead.
Did they chat together? Yes. They chatted together. Who chatted together? The families, of
course. The families chatted together. When did they chat together? Yes. November 1st, the Day
of the Dead. And people laughed and smiled.
In the United States, cemeteries are always somber. Are cemeteries happy in the United States?
No, no, no. Never. Cemeteries aren’t happy in the United States. Cemeteries are always somber,
sad, and serious.
Are cemeteries serious in the United States? Yes. Yes, they are. In the United States, cemeteries
are always somber. They are always serious. In the United States, are cemeteries somber or are
cemeteries happy?
Somber. Cemeteries are always somber in the United States. Was the cemetery somber in
Guatemala? No, no. It wasn’t somber in Guatemala. The cemetery wasn’t somber in Guatemala,
but in the United States cemeteries are always somber.
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Are cemeteries always somber in Guatemala or in the United States? In the United States cemeteries are always somber. Where are cemeteries always somber? The United States. That’s right. In
the United States cemeteries are always somber.
Are they happy? No, no. They are always somber. Cemeteries in the United States are always
somber – very, very somber. We certainly never have festivals or parties next to graves.
Do we have parties next to graves? No, we don’t. We don’t have parties next to graves. Do we
ever have parties next to graves? No. We never have parties next to graves.
Do we ever have parties in restaurants? Yes, yes. We have parties in restaurants but we never
have parties next to graves. Do we ever have parties in houses? Yes, yes. We do. We have parties in houses but we never have parties next to graves.
Do we ever have parties next to graves? No, never. We never have parties next to graves. Where
do we never have parties? Next to graves. We never have parties next to graves.
Do we ever? No, never. We never have parties next to graves – not ever; never. We don’t laugh or
play music or fly kites in cemeteries either. Do we laugh in cemeteries usually? No, we don’t. We
don’t laugh in cemeteries.
Where don’t we laugh? In cemeteries. That’s right. I found that I preferred the Guatemalan
approach. Did I find that I preferred the American approach or did I find that I preferred the
Guatemalan approach? The Guatemalan approach.
I found that I preferred the Guatemalan approach. Did I find that I preferred the American approach?
No, I didn’t. I didn’t find that I preferred the American approach. I found that I preferred the
Guatemalan approach.
Which approach did I prefer? I preferred the Guatemalan approach. Did I prefer the American
approach? No. Who preferred the Guatemalan approach? Me – AJ. I preferred the Guatemalan
approach.
I found that I preferred the Guatemalan approach. I liked the way they remembered and celebrated
those who had passed away. Did they celebrate those who were alive? No, no. They didn’t celebrate those who were alive. They celebrated those who had passed away.
Did they celebrate those who had passed away or those who had become rich? They celebrated
those who had passed away. Who celebrated those who had passed away? Guatemalans, right?
Guatemalans celebrated those who had passed away.
When did they celebrate those who had passed away? On the Day of the Dead, November 1st. On
the Day of the Dead, November 1st, they celebrated those who had passed away. Who celebrated?
The Guatemalans. Guatemalan families celebrated.
Who did they celebrate? They celebrated those who had passed away. I liked that they acknowledged death instead of denying it the way Americans do. Who liked that they acknowledged death?
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Me – AJ. Me – AJ. I liked that they acknowledged death.
Did they acknowledge money or did they acknowledge death? They acknowledged death. What did
they acknowledge? Death. They acknowledged death. Who acknowledged death? Guatemalans,
right? Guatemalans acknowledged death.
Did they acknowledge death or did they acknowledge money? They acknowledged death instead of
denying it. Who denies death? Americans. Americans deny death. Do Guatemalans deny death?
No, no. Not Guatemalans.
Guatemalans don’t deny death. Americans deny death. Do I like that Americans deny death? No, I
don’t. I don’t like it. I don’t like that Americans deny death but I like that there is life as well as death
in Guatemalan cemeteries. I liked that.
Did I like their cemeteries? Yes. I liked their cemeteries. What did I like? Their cemeteries –
Guatemalan cemeteries. I liked Guatemalan cemeteries.
Did I like Guatemalan cemeteries or did I like Guatemalan restaurants? I liked Guatemalan cemeteries. Whose cemeteries did I like? Guatemalans’, right? Guatemalans’ cemeteries. I liked the
Guatemalans’ cemeteries – Guatemalans’ cemeteries.
Whose cemeteries did I like? The Guatemalans’ cemeteries. I liked the Guatemalans’ cemeteries.
Guatemalans call it the Day of the Dead but it is also a day to appreciate life. That is all for this mini
story.
This was a very slow and soft mini story, so this mini story is good for beginning-level learners. For
intermediate learners, for advanced learners I use mini stories that are much faster and more difficult, but this mini story is for beginners. See you next time. Bye-bye.
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1. A Kiss MS-A
Welcome to the mini story for A Kiss. In this lesson I will ask many questions. You must answer
every question. Answer every question. Pause your computer or pause your iPod, answer the
question, then play again. It’s very important – very important. Answer every question.
Let’s start A Kiss. Carlos bought a new car. Did Carlos buy a new car? Yes. Yes, of course. He
bought a new car.
Did Carlos buy an old car? No. Carlos didn’t buy an old car. Carlos bought a new car. Did Carlos
buy an old car or a new car? A new car. Carlos bought a new car.
Who bought a new car? Carlos, right? Carlos bought a new car. What did Carlos buy? A new car.
Carlos bought a new car. Was the car expensive or was the car cheap?
Ah. It was expensive. Carlos bought a very expensive car. Did Carlos buy an expensive bicycle?
No, no. He didn’t. He didn’t buy an expensive bicycle.
What did he buy? He bought an expensive car. Was the car small? No, no. It wasn’t small. He
bought a huge car – very, very big car. How big was the car? It was huge.
It was huge. Was it a huge bicycle? No, no. It wasn’t a huge bicycle. It was a huge car. Who
bought the huge car? Carlos. Carlos bought the huge car.
What color was the car? Was it yellow? No. What color was the car? Blue. It was blue. It was a
huge, blue, fast car.
While driving down the street Carlos saw a girl on a bicycle. What did he see while driving down the
street? He saw a girl on a bicycle while driving down the street. While driving down the street, did
Carlos see a dog? No. No, he didn’t.
While driving down the street Carlos saw a girl. While driving down the street did Carlos see a girl in
a car? No, no. She wasn’t in a car – not in a car. While driving down the street Carlos saw a girl
on a bicycle.
When did Carlos see a girl on a bicycle? While driving down the street, right? While driving down
the street Carlos saw a girl on a bicycle. Who saw a girl on a bicycle while he was driving down the
street? Carlos, right? Carlos saw a girl on a bicycle while he was driving down the street.
Where was Carlos driving? Driving down the street – down the street. Carlos was driving down the
street. Where was the girl? On a bicycle, right? The girl was on a bicycle, so while driving down
the street Carlos saw a girl on a bicycle.
She had long, blonde hair and was beautiful. What did she look like? Look like means was she
ugly, was she beautiful, was her hair black, brown. Look like means how does she look – her hair,
her face – so what did she look like? Well, she had long, blonde hair and she was beautiful.
What did she look like? She had long, blonde hair and she was beautiful. Did she look beautiful?
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Yes, yes. She looked beautiful. Did she look ugly or did she look beautiful? She looked beautiful.
Who looked beautiful? Ah, the girl, right? The girl on the bicycle. The girl on the bicycle looked
beautiful. Carlos yelled to her.
What did he yell? He yelled, “What’s up!” Who yelled, “What’s up!”? Carlos. Carlos yelled, “What’s
up!” Did the girl yell, “What’s up!”? No. The girl didn’t yell, “What’s up!”
Carlos yelled, “What’s up!” Who did Carlos yell to? Ah, the girl. Carlos yelled to the girl. Did Carlos
yell to a boy? No. He didn’t yell to a boy. Carlos yelled to a girl.
Which girl did Carlos yell to? Which girl did Carlos yell to? Ah, the girl on the bicycle, right? He
yelled to the girl on a bicycle.
What did he yell to the girl on a bicycle? He yelled, “What’s up!” After he yelled, “What’s up!” did the
girl ignore him? Yes. Yes, she did. She ignored him.
Who ignored Carlos? The girl. The girl on the bicycle. Did Carlos ignore her? No, no. Carlos didn’t ignore her. Carlos yelled to her. She ignored him.
Did she listen to Carlos? No, she didn’t listen to Carlos. She ignored him. Did she look at Carlos?
No, she didn’t. She ignored him.
Carlos yelled again. “How’s it going?” What did he yell? “How’s it going?” Did he yell, “How’s it
going?” to the girl or to his mother? Well, of course he yelled, “How’s it going?” to the girl.
Did he yell, “How’s it going?” or did he whisper, “How’s it going?” Whisper means talk very quietly;
opposite of yell, so we have yell and whisper. I am whispering. Did Carlos whisper or did he yell,
“How’s it going?” He yelled.
Carlos yelled, “How’s it going?” He didn’t whisper, “How’s it going?” He yelled, “How’s it going?”
After he yelled, “How’s it going?” did the girl stop? No, she didn’t. The girl didn’t stop.
The girl kept going. Did the girl keep going? Yes. The girl kept going. Did she continue going?
Yes. She continued, right? She kept going.
Who kept going? The girl. The girl kept going. He yelled again, “Hey! Why won’t you talk to me? I
want to go to dinner with you. I’ll take you to an expensive restaurant.”
Where did he want to take her? To an expensive restaurant. He wanted to take her to an expensive
restaurant. This is the end of mini story A. Listen to this many times and then go to mini story B.
[End of Audio]
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1. A Kiss MS-B
Hello. Welcome to mini story B. Let’s continue.
Carlos asked the girl, “Why won’t you talk to me?” Would the girl talk to him? In the past, before,
would she talk to him? No, no. She wouldn’t – she would not – talk to him.
Who would not talk to Carlos? The girl, right? The beautiful girl. The beautiful girl wouldn’t talk to
Carlos. Would the beautiful girl talk to Carlos? No. No, she wouldn’t. She wouldn’t talk to Carlos.
The beautiful girl wouldn’t talk to Carlos. Carlos wanted to go to dinner with her and he yelled, “I’ll
take you to an expensive restaurant.” What kind of restaurant did Carlos want to take the girl to?
What kind? An expensive restaurant. He wanted to take her to an expensive restaurant.
He said – this is future now – “I’ll take you – I will, I’ll, I’ll – I’ll take you to an expensive restaurant.”
Did he want to take her to a cheap restaurant? No, not to a cheap restaurant. He wanted to take
her to an expensive restaurant.
Finally the girl turned. She got off her bike and she looked at him. She said, “I don’t want to go to
dinner.” Did she want to go to dinner? No. What did she want? Ah, she wanted his car – his car.
She wanted his car. Who wanted Carlos’s car? The girl. The beautiful girl wanted Carlos’s car. Did
she want Carlos’s bicycle? No, no. She wanted his car.
She wanted Carlos’s car. Whose car did she want? She wanted Carlos’s car. Did she want
Carlos’s car or Carlos’s truck? She wanted Carlos’s car.
She said, “If you give me your car I will give you a surprise.” Ah, what did she say? She said, “If
you give me your car I will give you a surprise.” What did Carlos say? He said, “Okay!”
Who said, “Okay”? Carlos. Who did Carlos talk to – talk to? The beautiful girl. Carlos said, “Okay,”
to the beautiful girl. Carlos talked to the beautiful girl. He said, “Okay.”
After he said, “Okay,” what did he do? He jumped out of his car. Whose car did he jump out of?
His car, right? His own car. He jumped out of his car and said, “Okay!”
Then he gave her the keys and said, “Here are they keys.” What did he give her? The keys, right?
The keys to his car. Who gave the keys to the beautiful girl? Carlos. Carlos gave the keys to the
beautiful girl.
Who did Carlos give his keys to? To the beautiful girl. He gave his keys to the beautiful girl. What
did he give to her? His keys.
Did he give his house keys to the girl? No, not his house keys. Did he give his car keys to the girl?
Yes, that’s right. He gave his car keys to the girl.
Which keys did he give to the girl? Car keys, right? He gave the car keys to the girl – not his house
keys, not other keys. He gave only the car keys. Which keys did he give? That’s right. The car
keys.
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He said, “Here are the keys.” The beautiful blonde took the keys. What did she take? The keys.
That’s right. She took the keys.
Who took the keys? The beautiful blonde girl. Who took the keys? The beautiful blonde girl. What
kind of girl was she? She was a beautiful blonde girl.
What kind of keys did she take? Ah, car keys, right? She took car keys. Who took the car keys?
The beautiful girl. She took the car keys and then she kissed Carlos on the cheek.
Who did she kiss on the cheek? Carlos. She kissed Carlos on the cheek. Where did she kiss
Carlos? On the cheek. She kissed Carlos on the cheek.
Did she kiss Carlos on the nose? No, she didn’t kiss Carlos on the nose. She kissed Carlos on the
cheek. Who kissed Carlos on the cheek? The beautiful girl. The beautiful girl kissed Carlos on the
cheek.
What did she do? She kissed Carlos. When did she kiss Carlos on the cheek? When did she kiss
Carlos on the cheek? After she took the keys.
After she took the keys she kissed Carlos on the cheek. Did she kiss Carlos before she took they
keys? No. She didn’t kiss Carlos before she took the keys. She kissed Carlos after she took the
keys. After she took the keys and after she kissed Carlos, what did she do? Jumped in the car.
After she kissed Carlos she jumped in the car. Did she jump onto her bicycle? No. She didn’t jump
onto her bicycle. She jumped into the car. Did she jump into the car or did she jump onto her bicycle? She jumped into the car.
Whose car did she jump into? Carlos’ – Carlos’. That ’s – Carlos’s – means it’s his car. It’s possessive. His car. Whose car is it? It’s Carlos’, so she jumped into Carlos’ car.
Did she jump into AJ’s car or Carlos’ car? She jumped into Carlos’ car. What did she do? She
jumped into Carlos’ car and then she drove away. Did she walk away? No, no. She didn’t walk
away.
Did she run away? No. She didn’t run away. She drove away. Who drove away? The beautiful
girl.
When did she drive away? She drove away after she jumped into the car – after she jumped into
the car. Carlos stood on the sidewalk. He had no car and he had no girl. He said, “That’s it? Just
a kiss on the cheek?”
Did Carlos get more? No, no, no. He said, “That’s it,” nothing more. Who said, “That’s it?” Carlos.
He said, “That’s it? Just a kiss on the cheek?” Nothing more for Carlos.
He stood on the sidewalk. Did he sit on the sidewalk? No, he didn’t sit on the sidewalk. He stood
on the sidewalk. Where did Carlos stand? Carlos stood on the sidewalk.
Did he stand on the street or did he stand on the sidewalk? Well, he stood on the sidewalk. Carlos
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stood on the sidewalk. Was he happy when he stood on the sidewalk? No, no. He wasn’t happy.
He had no car and no girl. He wasn’t happy when he stood on the sidewalk. What did he say? He
said, “That’s it? Just a kiss on the cheek?” He got on her bike and rode home.
Did he ride to work? No, no. He didn’t ride to work. He rode home. Did he ride to his friend’s
house? No, he didn’t ride to his friend’s house. He rode home.
Where did he ride? Well, he rode home. Who rode home? Carlos. Carlos rode home. On what
did he ride home? On what did he ride home? On her bike, right? He rode home on her bike.
What did he ride home on? On her bike. He rode home on her bike. What did he ride home on?
He rode home on her bike.
Did he ride home in a car or did he ride home on a bike? On a bike. He rode home on a bike.
Okay. That’s it for mini story B.
[End of Audio]
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1. Bubba’s Food MS-A
Hello. Welcome to mini story A for Bubba’s Food. In this lesson listen and answer every question.
Use your pause button and answer the question. Then play again. You can answer with just one
word or two words. It’s okay.
Short answers are okay. Okay. Let’s start. Let’s begin.
Sarah Smith, who lives in San Francisco, went shopping for cat food. Did Sarah, who lives in San
Francisco, go shopping for dog food? No, no. Sarah, who lives in San Francisco, didn’t go shopping for dog food. Sarah, who lives in San Francisco, went shopping for cat food. Sara went shopping for cat food.
Did Sarah, who lives in San Francisco, go shopping for dog food or cat food? Well, cat food of
course, right? Sarah, who lives in San Francisco, went shopping for cat food. Did John, who lives in
San Francisco, go shopping for cat food? No, not John. Not John. John, who lives in San
Francisco, didn’t go shopping for cat food.
Sarah, who lives in San Francisco, went shopping for cat food. Sarah is 30 years old. How old is
Sarah? Well, she’s 30. Sarah is 30 years old. Where does Sarah live? She lives in San Francisco
at 3037 Market Street.
Her address is 3037 Market Street. What is her address? Is it 3039 Market Street or 3037 Market
Street? Yes. She lives at 3037 Market Street. She has lived there since 1990.
Has Sarah lived there since 1980? No. No, not since 1980. Has she lived there since 1975? No.
She hasn’t lived there since 1975. She has lived there since 1990. Sarah has lived there since
1990.
Who has lived there since 1990? Ah, Sarah, right? Sarah has lived there since 1990. She has
lived there since when? Since 1990. Sarah has lived there since 1990.
Is Sarah married? Yes. Sarah is married. Who is she married to? Who is she married to? Ah,
John. She’s married to John.
Is Sarah married to Bill? No. She’s not married to Bill. Is she married to Jim? No. She’s not married to Jim. Is she married to Jim or is she married to John? Well, she’s married to John.
Who is she married to? She’s married to John. Who is married to John? Ah, Nancy [mistake, not
Nancy-- Sarah], right? [Sarah] is married to John. She has been married to him for 7 years.
Have they been married for 7 years or 10 years? Well, they have been married for 7 years. Who
has been married for 7 years? Sarah and John. Sarah and John have been married for 7 years.
Have they been married for 20 years? No. They have been married for 7 years.
Do they have children? Yes, they do. They have 2 children and also 1 very big cat. How old is their
son, Bob? Well, their son Bob is 5 years old. Is Bob 10 years old? No. How old is Bob? Bob is 5
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years old.
Their daughter is 3. Who is their daughter? Ah, Nancy. Nancy is their daughter. Her name is
Nancy. Is their daughter Bubba? No, no, no. Their daughter (girl) is Nancy.
Who is Bubba? Ah, Bubba is their cat. Bubba is their cat. How old is Bubba? Bubba is 2. Bubba
is 2 years old.
Is Bubba a big cat or a little cat? Bubba is a big cat. Bubba is a huge cat – super big, very, very
big. Bubba is huge. Is Nancy huge? No. Nancy isn’t huge.
Is Bob huge? No. Bob isn’t huge. Is Sarah huge? No. Sarah isn’t huge. Who is huge? Ah,
Bubba. Bubba is huge.
Is Bubba a normal cat? No. He’s a huge cat – super huge cat. Bubba isn’t normal. Bubba is huge.
How much does Bubba weigh? He weighs 258 pounds.
Does he way 290 pounds? No. Does he weight 20 pounds? No. How much does he weigh? He
weighs 258 pounds. Bubba weighs 258 pounds and he’s hungry, so at 9:00 a.m. Sarah got into her
car.
Past – 9:00 a.m. maybe yesterday, maybe last year, but at 9:00 a.m. Sarah got into her car. Did she
get into her truck or did she get into her car? Well, she got into her car. Who got into her car?
Sarah. Sarah got into her car.
Did John get into his car? No. No, he didn’t. Sarah got into her car. After she got into her car,
where did Sarah drive? Where did Sarah drive? She drove to the pet store.
Sarah got into her car and drove to the pet store. Why? Why did Sarah get into her car and drive to
the pet store? Ah, to buy cat food. To buy cat food for Bubba. Who got into her car and who drove
to the pet store? Sarah of course.
Sarah got into her car and drove to the pet store. How many bags of cat food did she buy? 68.
She bought 68 bags of cat food. Who bought 68 bags of cat food? Sarah. Sarah bought 68 bags
of cat food.
Where did she buy 68 bags of cat food? At the pet store. At the pet store. She bought 68 bags of
cat food at the pet store. Did she buy 68 bags of cat food at the grocery store or at the pet store?
At the pet store. She bought 68 bags of cat food at the pet store.
How much did she pay? She paid $10.00 each plus tax. Did she pay $5.00 for each bag or $10.00
for each bag? She paid $5.00 – $5.00 for each bag. Did she get a good deal? Yes. She got a
good deal.
She got a good price. What was the normal price? The normal price was $15.00 – $15.00. Was
$15.00 the regular, normal price? Yes. $15.00 was the regular price.
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Did Sarah pay $15.00 for each bag? No, no. She didn’t pay $15.00. No. She didn’t pay the regular price, so did she get a good deal? Yes. She got a good deal.
She paid only $10.00 each. She got a good deal. Did John get a good deal? No. No, not John.
Sarah got a good deal.
Okay. That is all for mini story A.
[End of Audio]
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1. Bubba’s Food MS-B
Welcome to mini story B for Bubba's Food. Let's continue. Who paid $10.00 for a bag of cat food?
Sarah, right? Sarah paid $10.00 for each bag of cat food. How many bags did she buy? Well, she
bought 68 bags, right, 68. Sarah bought 68 bags of cat food for $10.00 each. Did she get a good
deal? Yes, yes she got a good deal. Sarah got a good deal. What was the regular price for each
bag? Well the regular price was $15.00. She paid $10.00. So she got a good deal. What was the
total bill? What was the total? Ah, $680.00. The total was $680.00. Did each bag cost $680.00?
No, no, no, no, no not each bag. Each bag cost $10.00 plus tax. The total was $680.00. Each bag
was $10.00. Was each bag $10.00 or $680.00? Each bag was $10.00, 10. Was the total $10.00 or
$680.00? The total was $680.00.
How did Sarah pay? Did she pay with cash or by credit card? Ah, she paid by credit card. Did she
pay with cash? No, she didn't pay with cash. Right. She didn't pay with dollars. She paid by credit
card. Who paid by credit card? Sarah. Sarah paid by credit card. Where did she pay by credit
card? Huh, at the pet store. Right. She paid by credit card at the pet store. Did Sarah pay by
credit card for cat food or for dog food? Ahh, cat food. She paid by credit card for cat food.
On her way home, Sarah stopped at a convenience store to buy milk. On her way home did she
stop at a grocery store? No, no, no, no, no not a grocery store. On her way home she stopped at a
convenience store. On her way home did Sarah stop at a grocery store or at a convenience store?
Ah, at a convenience store. On her way home Sarah stopped at a convenience store.
On her way home did Sarah stop at a convenience store to buy cat food? No, no, no, no not at the
convenience store. On her way home she didn't stop at a convenience store to buy cat food. What
did she buy at the convenience store? Ah, milk, milk. Right. On her way home Sarah stopped at a
convenience store to buy milk.
On her way to work did Sarah stop at a convenience store? No, no, no not on her way to work, on
her way home. On her way home Sarah stopped at a convenience store. Was Sarah going to work
or was Sarah going home? Ah, she was going home. On her way home Sarah stopped at a convenience store. She was going home when she stopped at a convenience store to buy milk.
Why did she buy milk? Ah, because Bubba loves milk. Does Sarah love milk? No, who loves milk?
Bubba. Bubba loves milk. How much was one gallon of milk? Well, $3.00. Right. One gallon of
milk was $3.00. Did Sarah buy one gallon? No, she didn't buy one gallon. Did she buy 50 gallons?
No, Sarah didn't buy 50 gallons. How many gallons did she buy? She bought 30 gallons.
How many gallons of water did Sarah buy? Oh, none. None, zero. She didn't buy water. Sarah
bought 30 gallons of milk. She didn't buy water. How much did Sarah pay? Well, she gave the man
$100.00 and got back $10.00. What was her total? Her total was $90.00. Right. The total was
$90.00. How much change did she get back? She got $10.00 back. Right. $10.00. Did Sarah get
$15.00 back in change? No, no she didn't get $15.00 back in change.
Did John get $10.00 back in change? No, not John. John didn't get $10.00 back in change. Who
got $10.00 back in change? Sarah or John? Sarah, right? Sarah got $10.00 back in change. Did
Sarah pay $10.00? No, no, no she paid $100.00. She got $10.00 back, returned in change. How
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much change did she get back? $10.00. She got $10.00 back in change.
When did Sarah get home? She got home at 11:00 a.m. Did John get home at 11:00 a.m.? No, no
John was already home. Not John, Sarah. Sarah got home at 11:00 a.m. Did she get home at
night or in the morning? Ah, she got home in the morning, a.m., in the morning. Sarah got home at
11:00 in the morning, a.m.
Was Bubba happy when Sarah got home? Yes, Bubba was happy when Sarah got home. What
was Bubba doing when Sarah got home? Bubba was waiting at the door. Was John waiting at the
door? No, no. Was Bob waiting at the door when Sarah got home? No, no, no, no. When Sarah
got home was Nancy waiting at the door? Noooo. Who was waiting at the door when Sarah got
home? Bubba. Bubba was waiting at the door. When was Bubba waiting at the door? Ah, when
Sarah got home. 11:00 a.m., right? Bubba was waiting at the door when Sarah got home at 11:00
a.m. So 11:00 a.m. 11:00 in the morning.
Was Bubba tired? No, he wasn't tired. Was Bubba hungry? Yes, Bubba was very hungry. What did
Bubba want? Ah, Bubba wanted the cat food. Right. Bubba was very, very hungry. Was Sarah
hungry or was Bubba hungry? Bubba was hungry. When was Bubba hungry? Huh, at 11:00 a.m.
Right. Or when Sarah got home. He was hungry when Sarah got home at 11:00 a.m.
Okay, that is all for mini story B. Listen to this story. Answer each question. Use your pause button
and listen many, many, many times. Okay, see you next time.
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1. Bubba’s Food MS-C
Okay, welcome to mini story C for Bubba's Food. In this lesson I will ask more questions about the
story. I will ask questions you know. Questions from the story text and I will ask some questions
you don't know. If you don't know the answer, guess. Guess. Try to think of an answer. Say something. Anything. Okay, answer all the questions. Let's start. Let's begin.
Okay. Where was Sarah from? Ah, she was from San Francisco. San Francisco. Sarah lived in
San Francisco. Was Sarah married? Yeah, Sarah was married. Of course, she was married. Who
was she married to? Yeah, that's right. She was married to John.
Where did they get married? Hmm. Where did Sarah and John get married? Did they get married
in San Francisco or did they get married in India? In India of course. They got married in India.
Who got married in India? Sarah and John got... When did they get married in India? Ah, seven
years ago. Seven years ago they got married in India. Did they get married in China? No, they didn't. They got married in India. How many people came to their wedding? How many people came
to India when they got married? Ahh, 20,000. Twenty thousand people came to India when they got
married. Wow. How many people came to India when they got married? 20,000. That's right.
Twenty thousand people came to India when they got married. And when did they get married?
Seven years ago. Where did they get married? In India. Who got married in India? Sarah and
John.
How much did they pay when they got married? Hmm. How much did they pay when they got married? Did they pay $50,000? No, no, no they didn't. Did they pay $100,000? No, no they didn't.
They paid only $2.00 when they got married. How much did they pay when they got married? Well,
$2.00. They paid only $2.00 when they got married. Who paid only $2.00 when they got married?
Sarah and John. Where did they get married? In India. How many people came to India when they
got married? Ah, 20,000, right. Twenty thousand came to India when they got married. And how
much did they pay when they got married? Only $2.00. Only $2.00.
Why did they pay only $2.00 when they got married in India seven years ago? Ah, they paid only
$2.00 because they got a great deal in India. Did they get a great deal for their marriage when they
got married? Yeah, they got a great deal when they got married. They paid only $2.00 when they
got married. It was a great deal. Right. Very cheap. After they got married they came home to San
Francisco.
When did they get Bubba? Hmm, when did they get Bubba? Ah, they got Bubba one year ago. Did
they get Bubba two years ago or one year ago? They got Bubba two years ago? How old is
Bubba? Ah, Bubba is two. Right. Bubba is two years old. When did they get Bubba? They got
Bubba one year ago. When they got Bubba was he huge? No, no he wasn't. When they got Bubba
he wasn't huge. When they got Bubba he was very small. Was he small when they got him or was
he huge when they got him? He was small. Right. One year ago Bubba was small.
One year ago how much did Bubba weigh? Ah, Bubba weighed one pound. One year ago Bubba
weighed only one pound. And now how much does Bubba weigh now? Ah, now Bubba weighs 258
pounds. Did he weigh 258 pounds one year ago? No, he didn't. He didn't weigh 258 pounds one
year ago. How much did he weigh one year ago? Ah, only one pound. One year ago he weighed
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only one pound. Now he weighs 258 pounds. Wow.
Why is Bubba huge now? Ah, why? Ah, because Sarah feeds him one bag of cat food every hour.
Oh, right. He eats one bag of cat food every hour. Does Bubba eat two bags of cat food every
hour? No, no, no not two bags. Bubba eats one bag of cat food every hour. Does he eat one bag
of cat food every ten minutes? No, not every ten minutes. Does he eat one bag of cat food every
50 minutes? No, not every 50 minutes. Does he eat one bag of cat food every 60 minutes? Yes,
exactly. He eats one bag of cat food every 60 minutes, every hour. How many bags of cat food
does Bubba eat every hour? One, right. He eats one bag of cat food every hour. Who eats one
bag of cat food every hour? Bubba or Sarah? Umm, ha, ha, of course Bubba. Bubba eats one bag
of cat food every hour.
Does Bubba like milk? Ohhh, yes. Bubba loooves milk. He also drinks one gallon of milk every
hour. Does he drink two gallons of milk per hour? No, no, no not two gallons of milk per hour. Does
he drink five gallons of water per hour? No, he doesn't drink five gallons of water per hour. Does he
drink one gallon of water per hour, every hour? No, no, no not water, not water. He drinks one gallon of milk per hour. Does Bubba drink one gallon of milk per hour, every hour? Yes, yes he does.
Does he eat one bag of cat food every hour, per hour? Yes. Per hour what does Bubba eat and
drink? Ah, per hour he eats one bag of cat food and drinks one gallon of milk. Right. One bag of
cat food, one gallon of milk per hour. Per means every. Every hour, per hour is same, same meaning. So per hour Bubba eats one bag of cat food and per hour Bubba drinks one gallon of milk.
Is this expensive for Sarah or is it cheap for Sarah? Ah, expensive, expensive. Right. A lot of
money. Right. She pays a lot of money for Bubba's food and milk. It is expensive, expensive.
How much does she pay for each bag of cat food? Ah, $10.00 for each bag. And how much does
she pay for each gallon of milk? Ah, she pays $3.00 for each gallon of milk. Is her total cheap or
expensive? It's expensive, very expensive.
So now is Bubba huge or is Bubba small? Bubba is huge and Bubba is happy.
Okay, that's all for mini story C.
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1. Changed MS-A
Hello. Welcome to mini story A. Mini story A for Changed. In this mini story I will ask questions you
know. Okay. Questions about the letter that you know. Let's start.
There is a woman. Where does she live? Where did she live? Let's practice past. Where did this
woman live? Well she lived in Phoenix. Alright. She lived in Phoenix. Did she live in Phoenix,
Texas? No, Phoenix isn't in Texas. Did she live in Phoenix, Arizona? Yes she did. She lived in
Phoenix, Arizona.
Who lived in Phoenix, Arizona? Ah, Grace. Alright. Her name is Grace. Grace lived in Phoenix,
Arizona. Did she live in Phoenix, Arizona or Tucson, Arizona? Well, she lived in Phoenix, Arizona.
Grace lived in Phoenix, Arizona.
Did Grace have a problem? Did Grace have a problem? Yes, she had a problem. Did she have a
problem with her children? No, no. She didn't have a problem with her children. Did she have a
problem with her mom? No. She didn't have a problem with her mom. Did she have a problem
with her husband? Yes, she had a problem with her husband.
What problem did she have with her husband? Ahh, no affection. Alright. He didn't show her any
affection. Did he show her affection? No, he didn't. He didn't show her any affection. Did he show
her a little affection? No, he didn't. He didn't show her any affection. Did he show her a lot of affection? No, no, none, zero. Her didn't show her any affection. Who didn't show her any affection?
Ah, her husband, yeah. Her husband didn't show her any affection. Did she want her husband to
show her affection? Of course, of course she did. Yes. Definitely, yes. She wanted her husband to
show her affection.
Was she happy about her husband? No, she wasn't happy. Was she sad about her husband?
Yeah, yeah. She was sad about her husband. Why was she sad about her husband? Ahh,
because he didn't show her any affection. She was sad because he didn't show her any affection.
She saw him through cancer and diabetes. Did she see him through cancer? Yes, she saw him
through cancer. Did she see him through a heart attack? No, no, no. Not a heart attack. She didn't
see him through a heart attack. She saw him through cancer and diabetes. Did he have cancer and
diabetes in the past? Yes, yes he did. In the past he had cancer and diabetes. Did she see him
through cancer and diabetes? Yes, yes she did.
Did she stay with him when he was sick? That's right. Yes, she did. She stayed with him when he
was sick. Did she leave him when he was sick? Nooo, she didn't leave him when he was sick. She
stayed with him when he was sick. When he was sick did she stay or did she leave? Ahh, she
stayed. Right. She's a great wife. She stayed with him when he was sick.
How long have they been married? Hmm, ahh, 39 years. Right. She said, "39 years." They have
been married 39 years. Have they been married 37 years? Nooo, they haven't been married 37
years. Have they been married 37 years or have they been married 39 years? That's right 39.
They have been married 39 years. Have they been married 39 years? Yes, exactly. They have
been married 39 years.
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When did they get married? Hmm. When did they get married? They got married 39 years ago.
Did they get married 38 years ago? Noo, no, no, no not 38. They got married 39 years ago. They
got married 39 years ago. Are they still married now? Yes, they are still married. They are married
now. Okay.
Who are they seeing? Hmm. They are seeing a therapist. Are they seeing a doctor? No, they're
not seeing a doctor. Are they seeing a therapist? Yes, they are seeing a therapist. Are they meeting with a therapist or are they meeting with a doctor? Well, they are meeting with a therapist.
Right. They are seeing a therapist. They are meeting with a therapist.
How long have they been meeting with a therapist? Ahh, for a year and a half. Who have they been
seeing for a year and a half? They have been seeing a therapist for a year and a half. Have they
been meeting with a doctor for a year and a half? Nope, not a doctor. Have they been meeting with
a therapist for a year and a half? Yes. Who has been meeting with a therapist for a year and a
half? Well Grace and her husband. The husband and wife have been meeting with a therapist for a
year and a half.
Does the husband – did the husband compliment Grace? No, he didn't compliment her anymore.
Who didn't compliment Grace anymore? Well, her husband. Right. Her husband didn't compliment
her anymore. Did she want her husband to compliment her? Yes, of course, definitely. She wanted
her husband to compliment her, but he didn't compliment her anymore.
Was Grace happy or was Grace sad because her husband didn't compliment her anymore? Oooh,
yeah, sad of course. She was sad. She was sad because her husband didn't compliment her anymore.
Was her husband having an affair? Ummm. No, no. He wasn't having an affair. Well, he said, "He
wasn't having an affair." Who wasn't having an affair? Umm. Grace's husband. Grace's husband
wasn't having an affair. Did he swear that he wasn't having an affair? Yes, that's right. He swore,
swore, past tense, he swore he wasn't having an affair. Did he promise he wasn't having an affair?
Yes, he promised he wasn't having an affair. What did he promise? Um. He promised he wasn't
having an affair. Who did he promise? Oooh. He promised Grace. Right. He promised Grace that
he wasn't having an affair.
Okay, that is all of mini story A. Listen to it many, many times. Listen to it every day. Do this for two
weeks or more. And of course answer every question. Okay. Bye, bye.
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1. Changed MS-B
Okay. Welcome to mini story B for Changed. In this mini story I will ask questions you know and I
will also ask questions you don't know. If you don't know the answer you must guess. You must
guess. Okay. Let's start.
What was the woman's name? Ah, that's easy. Her name was Grace. Right. Grace. The woman's
name was Grace. What was her husband's name? Was it Buford or Tom? Her husband's name
was Buford. Of course, her husband's name was Buford. What was her name? Hmm. Her name
was Grace. And what was his name? His name was Buford.
Okay, Buford and Grace had been married 39 years. But they had a problem. What was their problem? Ahh, no affection. Right. No more affection. Their problem was that there was no affection
from Buford. Who didn't show affection? Ah, Buford. Buford didn't show affection. What didn't
Buford do? Hmm. Buford didn't show affection. When didn't Buford show affection? Well, never.
Never. Did he show affection in the morning? Noo, he didn't show affection in the morning. Did he
show affection at night? No, he didn't show affection at night. Did he show affection in the afternoon? No, he didn't. Buford never showed affection to Grace.
Where did they live? Well, they lived in Phoenix, Arizona. Did he show affection to Grace in
Phoenix? Noo, he didn't. Did he show affection to Grace in San Francisco? Nope. No, not in San
Francisco. He never showed affection to Grace.
How many children did they have? They had four children. Did they have two children? No, they
had four children.
Were they seeing a therapist? Yes, they were seeing a therapist. What was the therapist's name?
The therapist's name was Dr. Phil. Was the therapist's name Dr. Phil? Yes, the therapist's name
was Dr. Phil. Who was the therapist? The therapist was Dr. Phil.
What did the therapist tell Buford and Grace? Ahhh, Dr. Phil told Buford and Grace to go to a nude
beach. Hmm. Nude N U D E, nude means no clothes. No clothes. Not wearing clothes. No shirts.
No pants. Nothing. Nude. Nude, no clothes. And a beach B E A C H. Right. Beach has sand and
sun and water. Right. Next to the ocean. Next to the ocean. So a nude beach is a beach where
people do not wear clothes. No clothes. Ahh. So Dr. Phil told them to go to a nude beach. Where
did Dr. Phil tell them to go? He told them to go to a nude beach. Who did Dr. Phil tell to go to a
nude beach? Ahhh, Grace and Buford. He told Grace and Buford to go to a nude beach.
When did he want them to go? Ahh. He wanted them to go on New Year's Day. New Year's Day.
Okay. It's January 1st. January number 1. Right. January 1st. He wanted them to go to a nude
beach on January 1st. Which nude beach did he want them to go to? Hmm. Did he want them to
go to a Los Angeles nude beach or to an Alaska nude beach? Of course, Alaska. Alaska. You
know, very cold. Is Alaska hot or is Alaska cold? Alaska is very cold. Alright, next to Canada. It's
very cold. Did he want them to go to a nude beach in Alaska? Yes he did. Dr. Phil wanted them to
go to a nude beach in Alaska. Hmm. When did Dr. Phil want them to go to a nude beach in Alaska?
Ahhh, New Year's Day, January 1st. Dr. Phil wanted them to go to a nude beach in Alaska on
January 1st.
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Who did Dr. Phil want to go to Alaska, to a nude beach on January 1st? Ahhh, Buford and Grace.
He wanted Buford and Grace to go to a nude beach in Alaska on January 1st. Do they wear clothes
at a nude beach? No, no, no one wears clothes at a nude beach or on a nude beach. Do people
wear shirts on a nude beach? Nooo, no, no, no. Do people wear pants on a nude beach? Noooo.
Do people wear socks on a nude beach? S O X sox. Nooooooo. Do people wear underwear,
underwear, do people wear underwear on a nude beach? Noooo. People do not wear underwear
on a nude beach. Are people naked N A K E D? Are people naked on a nude beach? Yes, yes
they are. They are naked. They have no clothes.
Why did Dr. Phil want them to go to a nude beach in Alaska on January 1st? Why? Obviously
because it's very, very cold. Because it's very cold. Why does, why did, I'm sorry. Why did Dr. Phil
want them to be cold? Why did Dr. Phil want them to be cold on a nude beach? Ahhh, obviously so
they would hug each other. Ahhhh, very obvious, obviously. So they would hug each other. If they
were cold then they would hug each other. Right. If they are cold then they will hug each other. Dr.
Phil wanted them to go to a nude beach in Alaska on January 1st because they would be cold and
then they would hug each other. Ahhhhhhh, interesting.
Did Dr. Phil want them to hug each other? Yes, yes he did. Did Dr. Phil want them to hug each
other in Alaska? Yes, he did. Where did Dr. Phil want them to hug? In Alaska. He wanted them to
hug each other in Alaska. Who did he want to hug each other in Alaska on January 1st? Who? Ah.
Buford and Grace. Dr. Phil wanted Buford and Grace to hug each other on a nude beach in Alaska
on January 1st.
Did this help Buford and Grace? Yeess, it did. It helped Buford and Grace. Did it solve their problem? Solve S O L V E, solve. Did is solve their problem? Yeess, yes, they hugged each other on
the nude beach in Alaska on January 1st. Yeeaah. They hugged each other.
Are they happy now? Now. Right. Are they happy now? Yeess, now they are happy. Now Buford
and Grace are happy again.
Okay, that's all. Listen to this mini story several times, many, many times. Answer all the questions.
Okay. See ya next time. Bye, bye.
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1. Drag MS-A
Okay, welcome to mini-story A for Drag. In this mini-story, I will ask questions you know. Look at the
text. You can find the answers. Let’s start.
Mom is a drag on the family business. Who is a drag on the family business? Mom, right? The
mom is a drag on the family business. Is the dad a drag on the family business? Noooooo, not the
dad. The dad isn’t a drag on the family business.
The mom is a drag on the family business. Is the mom a drag, or is the dad a drag? Right, the
mom – the mom is a drag on the family business. The dad isn’t a drag on the family business. Who
is a drag on the family business? That’s right, the mom. The mom is a drag on the family business.
When was the mom a drag on the family business? Well, the mom was a drag on the family business for many years. For many years, right? Starting 20 years ago. Starting 20 years ago until
now.
All right. When did the daughters buy the business? Hum, 20 years ago. The daughters bought the
business 20 years ago. Who did they buy the business from? Ah, their mother. They bought the
business from their mother.
Did they buy the business from George Bush? Noooooo, they didn’t buy the business from George
Bush. They bought the business from their mother. Did they buy the business from their father?
Noooooo, they didn’t buy the business from their father. They bought the business from their mother.
How long ago did they buy the business? Ahhhhh, 20 years ago, right? Twenty years ago they
bought the business from their mother. All right. Very good.
Do they love their mother? Of course they love their mother. Do they respect their mother? Yes, of
course they respect their mother. Does their mother respect them? Yes, their mother respects
them.
Do they all respect each other? That’s right. They all respect each other. Mom respects them.
They respect mom. All right.
When will they finish paying off the business? Ahhhhh, in two years. In two years, they will finish
paying off the business. Who will finish paying off the business? Ah, the sisters or the daughters
will finish paying off the business.
When will the daughters finish paying off the business? In two years. Who will finish paying off the
business in two years? The daughters or sisters will finish paying off the business in two years.
Will the father finish paying off the business in two years? No, no, not the father. The father will not
finish paying off the business in two years. The daughters will finish paying off the business in two
years; but the daughters have a problem.
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Mom, who is 77, still gets money. Who still gets money from the daughters? Mom, right, mom still
gets money from the daughters. Does mom still get money from her daughters? That’s right, mom
still gets money from her daughters.
Does mom get a salary from her daughters? Yeah, that’s right. She gets a salary, maybe per hour,
from her daughters. Does mom get a salary, or does mom work for free? Ah, mom gets a salary.
She doesn’t work for free. Mom gets a salary. She still gets a salary.
Does mom also get money for the business? That’s right. Mom also gets money to pay for the business. Who pays mom money for the business? Well, the daughters pay mom money for the business. Who pays mom a salary? Ah, the daughters again. The daughters pay mom a salary, and
the daughters pay money for the business.
How old is the mom? Ah, she is 77. Is the mom very young? No, not really. The mom is 77. She’s
not very young. Is she old? Well, not too old, but yeah, she is a little old. She is 77.
Okay, does mom do a lot of work? No, she doesn’t do a lot of work. Does she do personal work on
the clock? Yes, she does. She does personal work on the clock. Does mom read on the clock?
She does. Mom reads on the clock. She reads during work time.
Does mom write letters on the clock? Yes, she does. Mom writes letters on the clock during work
time. Who writes letters on the clock? Well, mom. The mom writes letters on the clock.
Do the daughters pay mom to write letters? Well, they do pay her to write letters; but they don’t
want to. Does mom write letters on the clock, or does mom work very hard on the clock? Mom
writes letters on the clock. She doesn’t work very hard on the clock.
Is mom’s salary expensive for the daughters? Yes, mom’s salary is expensive for the daughters.
Whose salary is expensive for the daughters? Mom’s – mom’s salary is expensive for the daughters.
What is expensive for the daughters? Ah, mom’s salary, right? Mom’s salary is expensive for the
daughters. Is dad’s salary expensive for the daughters? No, no, dad’s salary isn’t expensive for the
daughters. Mom’s salary is expensive for the daughters. Is mom’s salary expensive for the daughters or cheap for the daughters? Well, her salary is expensive for the daughters. It’s not cheap for
the daughters.
Are business expenses going up or going down? Business expenses are going up. Are business
expenses going up fast? Yes, yes, business expenses are going up fast. Are business expenses
going through the roof? Yes, business expenses are going through the roof. They are going up very
fast.
What is going up very fast? Business expenses. Business expenses are going up very fast.
Whose business expenses are going up very fast? Ah, the daughters’, right? The daughters’ business expenses are going up very fast.
Are Bill Gates’ business expenses going up very fast? Noooooo, no, not Bill Gates’. Bill Gates’
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business expenses aren’t going up very fast. The daughters’ business expenses are going up very
fast.
Why are the daughters’ business expenses going up very fast? Why? Ah, because they must pay
their mom two times. They must pay her a salary; and, also, they must pay her for the business. So
why are their expenses going up fast? Because they must pay their mom two times.
Are their expenses going down? No, they’re not. Their expenses are not going down. They are
going up. Do the daughters like this situation? No, they don’t. The daughters don’t like this situation.
Okay, that is all for mini-story A. Listen to it many times. Listen to it every day. Listen to it for two
weeks or more.
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1. Drag MS-B
Hello, welcome to mini-story B for Drag. In this mini-story lesson, I will ask two kinds of questions. I
will ask information you know, and I will ask information you don’t know. If you don’t know, guess.
Let’s get started.
Twenty years ago, the sisters or daughters bought a business from their mother. Did they buy a
business from their mother? Yes, they did. Who bought a business from their mother? Well, the
daughters.
What were their names? Hmmmmm, were their names Sam and Olivia? Yes, that’s right. The
daughters’ names were Sam and Olivia. What did Sam and Olivia buy? Oh, they bought a business.
When did they buy a business? Ahhhhh, 20 years ago, they bought a business. Where did they buy
a business? Hmmmmm, where did they buy a business? Did they buy a business in California?
Noooooo. Did they buy a business in Texas? Noooooo. Did they buy a business in Canada? Yes,
that’s right. They bought a business in Canada.
What kind of business did they buy? Did they buy a farm? Noooooo, no, no, no. Did they buy a
papermaking business? No, no, they didn’t. They didn’t buy a papermaking business. Did they buy
a dog cleaning business? Yes, that’s right. They bought a dog cleaning business from their mother.
When did they buy a dog cleaning business from their mother? Ah, well, you know, 20 years ago,
they bought a dog cleaning business from their mother. Where did they buy the dog cleaning business? In Canada. They bought the dog cleaning business from their mother in Canada.
How did they buy the business? Ah, how did they buy the business? They bought the business with
gold, G O L D, gold. They bought the business with gold from their mother in Canada.
What kind of business did they buy with gold? They bought a dog cleaning business with gold from
their mother. Did they buy a cat cleaning business from their mother or a dog cleaning business
from their mother? Ah, they bought a dog cleaning business from their mother.
Okay, how much gold did they pay to buy the dog cleaning business? Did they pay ten pounds of
gold every year? Noooooo, they didn’t pay ten pounds of gold every year. Did they pay 500 pounds
of gold every year? Well, almost. They paid 505 pounds of gold every year.
Who did they pay 505 pounds of gold to? Ah, to their mother, right? They paid 505 pounds of gold
every year to their mother. Okay, how many times did they pay their mother? Well, they paid their
mother every year. Every year, they paid their mother 505 pounds of gold.
Every year, did they pay their mother 506 pounds of gold? Noooooo, every year, they paid their
mother 505 pounds of gold. Why did they pay their mother 505 pounds of gold every year? Well,
because they bought her business. What kind of business did they buy? A dog cleaning business.
They bought a dog cleaning business.
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Did the mom continue to help with the dog cleaning business? Yes, the mom continued to help with
the dog cleaning business. Who did she continue to help? Well, she continued to help Sam and
Olivia, her daughters. Did she continue to help Sam and Olivia? Yeah, she continued to help Sam
and Olivia.
Where did she help them? Well, she helped them at the business, right? At work. Where was the
business? In Canada, right. She helped them at the business in Canada.
How did the mom help Sam and Olivia? Hmmmmm, how did she help them? Did she wash the
dogs? Did she clean? Did she wash the dogs? No, no, she didn’t wash the dogs. Why didn’t she
help wash the dogs? Well, because she was too old. She was too old to wash the dogs.
Was she too old to use the computer? No, she wasn’t too old to use the computer. She was too old
to wash the dogs. Was she too old to wash all of the dogs? No, no, she wasn’t too old to wash all
of the dogs.
Which dogs was she too old to wash? Ah, was she too old to wash the big dogs or the little dogs?
Oh, she was too old to wash the little dogs. Yeah, she was too old to wash the little dogs.
Hmmmmm, why? Why was she too old to wash the little dogs? Oh, because they are fast. The little dogs are very fast. The little dogs are very fast, so mom was too old to wash the little dogs.
Mom only washed the big dogs.
Why did she only wash the big dogs? Well, obviously, because they were slow. The big dogs were
very slow, but the little dogs were too fast. Mom only washed the big dogs.
How many big dogs did she wash every day? Did she wash one big dog every day? Five-hundred
big dogs every day? Noooooo, she washed half a big dog every day. Who washed only half a big
dog every day? Mom, the mom. What did the mom wash every day? The mom washed half a big
dog every day.
When did she wash half a dog every day? Oh, well, at midnight. At midnight. Only at midnight, she
washed a big dog every day. Actually, every night. Where did she wash half a big dog? Oh, in
Canada, right? At the business in Canada.
How did she wash half a big dog? Hmmmmm, well, she washed half a big dog with a toothbrush.
You know, brush your teeth? (Noise) She washed half a big dog with a toothbrush, T O O T H B R
U S H. She washed half a big dog every night at midnight with a toothbrush.
Why did she use a toothbrush? Oh, she used a toothbrush because her hands were very small.
Mom’s hands were very small. That’s why she used a toothbrush. Who used a toothbrush because
her hands were small? The mom used a toothbrush because her hands were small.
What did the mom use to wash half a big dog? She used a toothbrush to wash half a big dog.
When did she use a toothbrush? At midnight. At midnight, she used a toothbrush. What did she
use the toothbrush for? Ah, she used the toothbrush to wash half a big dog.
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Okay, very good. Now we understand more of the story. Listen to this mini-story many, many times.
Listen every day. Answer all the questions. Use your pause button. Listen to this story every day
for two weeks, maybe three weeks, maybe ten weeks; but listen every day until you understand
everything.
Okay, see you next time, bye-bye.
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1. Intimacy MS-A
Hello, welcome to mini-story A for Intimacy. In mini-story A, I will ask questions about the article,
about the letter. I will only ask questions you know. In mini-story A, you will know the answers. In
mini-story B, you will need to guess; but this mini-story, no guessing. Okay, let’s go. Are you ready?
The woman has a husband. Who was her husband? What was his name? Who was her husband?
(Gasp) Well, look at the text. His name was James. Right? James. What was his name? His
name was James.
Was James her husband? Yes, James was her husband. Was she the woman? Was she in her
30s? Was she in her 30s? Noooooo, no, she wasn’t in her 30s. She was in her 20s.
Was James in his 20s? Yes, yes, James was in his 20s. The woman was in her 20s. Were they
both in their 20s? Yes, they were both in their 20s. How old were they? Well, they were in their
20s. Right? How old were they? They were in their 20s.
Did the woman have a problem? Yes, yes, she had a problem. Did she have a problem with
money? No, she didn’t have a problem with money. Did she have a problem with James?
Yeahhhhhh, she had a problem with James.
What kind of problem did she have with James? Well, she had a sex problem, right? She had a
problem with their sex life. A sex problem. Did she have a sex problem with Bill? No, no, not Bill.
Did she have a sex problem with Fred? No, no, she didn’t have a sex problem with Fred.
Who did she have a sex problem with? With James. She a sex problem with James. Did James
think they had a problem? Noooooo, no, he didn’t. James thought everything was fine. Right? As
far as he was concerned, there was no problem.
Did she think everything was fine? No, no, the woman thought there was a problem. Did James
think there was a problem? No, James didn’t think there was a problem. What did James think?
Well, James thought everything was fine.
Was James satisfied? Was he happy? Yeah, James was satisfied. James was happy. Was the
woman satisfied? Noooooo, the woman was not satisfied.
Did she think this problem was strange? Yes, yes, she thought the problem was strange. She
thought the problem was odd. Why did she think the problem was odd? Hmmmmm, well, because
she wanted more sex than him. The woman wanted more sex than the man.
I don’t know. Maybe this is not normal. She thinks – she thought it was not normal. She thought
this was an odd problem. Was James healthy? Yes, James was healthy. He was a healthy man.
He was a healthy male.
Did the woman work in an office? No, she didn’t. She didn’t work in an office. Did she work with
the public? Yes, yes, she worked with the public. Did she work with the public, or did she work in
an office? No, she worked with the public. Good.
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Was the woman beautiful? Yes, the woman was beautiful. How do we know the woman was beautiful? Hmmmmm, difficult question. How do we know the woman was beautiful? Ha, we know
because many people told her.
Many people said she was beautiful. Many people told her she was beautiful. Right? She got many
remarks saying she was beautiful. Did she get remarks many times? Yes, yes, she got remarks
many times about being beautiful. Did she get only one remark? No, no, no, she got many remarks.
She got frequent remarks.
Were these remarks bad or good? Well, the remarks were very good. Right? They said she was
beautiful. The remarks were very good.
Did she want James to be more intimate? Yes, that is right. She wanted James to be more intimate. Did she want him to be more distant? No, no, not more far away,.. more close. She wanted
him to be closer. Right, his emotions, his feelings... closer.
Did she want to have sex more with James? Yesssss, yes, she wanted to have sex more with
James. Did she tell him she wanted to have sex more with him? Yes, she did. She told him she
wanted to have sex more.
How did she tell him? Ah, how did she tell him? She wrote a letter. She wrote a letter telling him
she wanted more sex with him. Did she write only one letter? No, no, she wrote more than one letter. She wrote more than one letter trying to communicate with him.
Was the woman frustrated? Frustrated, frustrated means upset. Yes, she was frustrated. She said,
“I am at a total loss.” Right? “I don’t know what to do.” “I’m at a total loss. I am frustrated.”
Why was the woman frustrated? Well, she was frustrated because James was not intimate with her.
Did she want advice from Abby? Yes, she wanted advice from Abby. What did she want from
James? Well, she wanted to be more close to James. She wanted to be more intimate with James.
She wanted to have more sex with James.
Did she want help, or was she satisfied? Well, she wanted help, right? She was not satisfied. She
wanted help. Did she have enough intimacy from James? No, she did not have enough intimacy.
She was short on intimacy.
Was she short on money? No, she was not short on money. What was she short on? She was
short on intimacy. She was short on closeness. Maybe short on touching or short on sex,.... but she
was short on intimacy.
Was James short on intimacy? No, no, James was okay. James was fine. Did James have a problem, or did the woman have a problem? Well, the woman had a problem. James didn’t have a
problem.
Was the woman at a total loss, or was James at a total loss? The woman was at a total loss. She
didn’t know what to do. Who was at a total loss? The woman. The woman was at a total loss.
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Why was she at a total loss? Ah, because she wanted more intimacy; but she didn’t know how to
get more intimacy from James.
Okay, that is all of mini-story A. Please listen to this mini-story many times. Answer every question
every time. You can use your pause button. If necessary, use your pause button; but answer every
question; and listen to this many times.
Okay. See you next time.
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1. Intimacy MS-B
Hello, welcome to mini-story B for Intimacy. In this mini-story, I will ask questions. Some questions
you will know the answer. Just answer correctly. One word is okay, usually. Some questions you
won’t know the answer. If you don’t know the answer, guess. You can guess anything. Okay, let’s
get started. Remember, answer every question.
Okay, in the letter, the woman says, “My husband, James, and I have been married only three
years.” What was the woman’s name? Hmmmmm, was it Anna? Was it Alice? Was it Fredericka?
Hmmmmm, her name was Alice or Anna or Fredericka? Well, her name was Anna. Anna was her
name.
Or in America, we say Anna. Anna. Little bit different pronunciation. So Anna was the woman’s
name. Who was Anna married to? Anna was married to James. Was Anna happy with James?
Noooooo, she was not happy with James.
Why was she not happy with James? Ah, because not enough sex from James, right? They did not
have enough sex for her. She was not happy. Why did they not have enough sex for Anna? Oh,
because Anna had a disease. She was sick. She had a special disease.
Why did Anna need to have a lot of sex for her disease? Well, Anna’s special disease could only be
cured by having sex every day. Could her disease be cured by medicine? Noooooo, Anna’s disease could not be cured by medicine. Could her disease be cured by food? Noooooo, her disease
could not be cured by food.
How could her disease be cured? Ah, her disease could only be cured by having sex every day.
Was Anna young? Yes, Anna was young. She was in her 20s. Was James old? No, James was
not old. He was also in his 20s.
Why did James not want to have sex with Anna? Oh, James also had a medical problem. He was
also sick. What was James’ medical problem? Oh, poor James was impotent. Impotent means
cannot have sex. No power. It means no sexual power.
James had no sexual power. Ahhhhh, poor James. When did James have no sexual power? Ah,
James had no sexual power at night. He had no sexual power only at night.
When did Anna want to have sex with James? Well, of course, she wanted to have sex with James
at night. Who did she want to have sex with at night? She wanted to have sex with James at night.
Did she want to have sex with James during the day? During the day. Noooooo, she didn’t want to
have sex with James during the day. She wanted to have sex with James every night.
Why didn’t Anna want to have sex during the day? Well, because she was working during the day.
Right? She worked with the public every day. Did she work on Saturdays? Yes, she worked on
Saturdays. Did she work on Sundays? Yes, she worked on Sundays. Did she work every day?
Yes, she worked every day.
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Did she want to have sex during the day? No, she did not want to have sex during the day. When
did Anna want to have sex? She wanted to have sex during the night or at night.
Could James have sex at night? No, poor James, he couldn’t have sex at night. Why couldn’t
James have sex at night? Well, he couldn’t have sex at night, because he had a disease. He had
no sexual power at night.
Was this a problem? Yes, it was a problem. Why was it a problem? Ah, because Anna wanted sex
only at night. Why did Anna want sex every night? Because she had a disease.
Would sex help the disease? Yes, sex would help the disease. Was Anna frustrated by this situation? Was she frustrated by this situation? Yes, Anna was very frustrated by this situation.
Was she at a total loss? Yes, she was at a total loss. Why was she at a total loss? Because she
needed to have sex every night, but James couldn’t have sex at night. He had no power at night.
Did Anna turn to her sister for advice? No, no, she didn’t turn to her sister for advice. She didn’t ask
her sister for advice. Did she turn to her mother for advice? No, she didn’t turn to her mother for
advice.
Who did she turn to for advice? Actually, she turned to George Bush for advice. What did she ask
George Bush? She asked George Bush, “How can I solve my sexual problem with my husband?”
Did she ask George Bush how to solve her problem with James? Yes, she asked George Bush how
to solve her problem with James. Could George Bush help her? Noooooo, George Bush couldn’t
help her. Why couldn’t George Bush help her? Well, because George Bush also has no sexual
power.
Does George Bush have sexual power? Noooooo, George Bush has no sexual power. Could
George Bush help Anna? Noooooo, he couldn’t help Anna. Could George Bush help James?
Noooooo, he couldn’t help James. Why couldn’t George Bush help James? Ah, because George
Bush also had no sexual power.
Did Anna solve her problem? No, she didn’t. How can Anna solve her problem? Can she take
medicine to solve her problem? No, she can’t. She can’t. Can she have sex with James at night to
solve her problem and be cured? No, she can’t. James has no power at night.
So what must Anna do? Well, obviously, Anna needs to get a night job. Anna needs to change her
job. If Anna changes her job, will she solve the problem? Yes, yes, of course. If Anna changes her
job, she will solve the problem. If Anna gets a night job, she will solve the problem.
Who will solve the problem if she gets a night job? Well, Anna. Anna will solve the problem if she
gets a night job. If she gets a night job, can she have sex with James during the day? Yes, yes, if
she gets a night job, she can have sex with James during the day.
Does James have sexual power during the day? Yes, he has sexual power during the day; but he
doesn’t have sexual power at night. So what must Anna do? She must get a night job.
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Okay, that is all of mini-story B. Please listen to this mini-story many, many times. Every time, try to
answer the questions. Use your pause button to answer the questions. Listen to this story every
day, one time, two times, five times every day for two weeks or more. Answer, answer, answer all
the questions.
Okay, see you next time. Bye-bye.
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1. Secret Love MS-A
Hello. Welcome to the first mini story for Secret Love. In this lesson I will ask you many questions
about the letter. In this lesson I will only ask questions that you know. You can look at the letter and
answer the questions. You must answer every question out loud. You must say the answer so you
can hear it, not only in your head, but say the answers so you can hear them with your mouth. Say
them.
If necessary if you need to, use your pause button. You can pause, answer the question, then push
play again. Then pause again and continue. Answer all the questions.
Okay. Let's begin. Woman hesitates to reveal secret love. Did the woman hesitate? Yes, she hesitated. That's right. She stopped. She did not do it. Did the woman hesitate or did the woman
reveal her love? Well, the woman hesitated. She hesitated. Did she reveal her secret love? No.
She did not reveal her secret love. She hesitated.
Did the man hesitate? No. The woman hesitated, not a man. The woman hesitated. Did the man
reveal his secret love? No, no, no. The man didn't reveal a secret love, and the woman also didn’t
reveal secret love. Who hesitated? Well, the woman hesitated, right? The woman hesitated. What
did she hesitate to do? Ah, she hesitated to reveal her secret love. She hesitated to reveal her love.
Did she hesitate to reveal her love for a colleague? Yes, that's right. She hesitated to reveal her
love for a colleague. Did she love her boss? No, no. She didn’t love her boss. Did she love her
colleague? Yes, yes, she did. She loved her colleague. She loved her coworker.
Was her colleague a woman? No. Her colleague was a man. Who loved the colleague? Well, the
woman. The woman loved her colleague. The woman loved the colleague. Did she reveal her
love? No, she did not. She didn’t reveal her love. Was her love secret? Yes. Her love was secret.
Had the woman been married? No. She hadn't been married. She had never been married. Was
the woman single? Yes. The woman was single. Had she been married? No, no. She hadn't been
married. She had never been married.
How old was the woman? Hmm. The woman was in her 30s, maybe 31, maybe 35, maybe 38. In
her 30s – ah, in her early 30s, so 31, 32, 34. She was in her 30s. She fell in love with a wonderful
man. Was the man wonderful? Yes, yes. He was wonderful. Was the man terrible? No, the man
was not terrible. What was the man like? Well, the man was wonderful. Did the woman love him?
Yes, she loved him. Did she reveal her love? No. She didn’t reveal her love. She didn’t show it.
Did she hesitate? Yes. She hesitated. Did she hesitate to reveal her love? Yes, she hesitated to
reveal her love.
Who did she love? She loved her colleague. What kind of man was her colleague? Well, he was a
wonderful man, right. He was a wonderful man. Was he aware of her feelings? No. He wasn’t. He
wasn't aware of her feelings. Was he unaware of her feelings? Yes. That's right. He was unaware
of her feelings. Who was unaware of her feelings? Well, her colleague was unaware of her feelings.
And she was afraid of telling him out of fear of rejection. Was she afraid of rejection? Yes. She was
afraid of rejection. Was she afraid of snakes? [Hissing sound] No. She was not afraid of snakes.
What was she afraid of? Well, she was afraid of rejection. Was she afraid he would say no? That's
right, yes. She was afraid of rejection.
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And she had additional concerns. She had additional concerns. Did she have more worries? Yes.
She had more worries. Was the woman worried? Yes, she was very worried. Why was she worried? Hmm. Well, he was 15 years her senior. Was he 15 years older than her? That's right. He
was 15 years older than her. Was she 15 years older than him? No, no, no. She was not older
than him. He was 15 years older than her. He was 15 years older.
Was he richer than her? Yeah, that's right. He was richer than her. Was the woman rich? No. The
woman wasn't rich. Was her colleague rich? Yes, yes. Her colleague was rich. She wasn't rich,
but her colleague was rich. Did they have the same religion? No, no they didn’t. Did they have
similar values? Yes, yes they did. They had similar values. Who had similar values? Well, the
woman and her colleague had similar values. Did they have similar religions? No, they didn’t. They
had different religions.
Did she want a deeper relationship with him? Yes, of course! Yes. She wanted a deeper relationship with him. Who wanted a deeper relationship with her colleague? Well, the woman, right? The
woman wanted a deeper relationship with her colleague, with the man. Did she reveal what she
wanted? No. She didn’t reveal what she wanted. Did she hesitate? Yes. That's right. She hesitated. She did not tell him. She hesitated. She waited.
What did the woman want? Well, she wanted a deeper relationship with the man. Was she longing
for the man? Yes, she was longing for him. She really wanted him. She wanted a deeper relationship with him. What was she longing for? Well, she was longing for the man. She was longing for a
deeper relationship with the man.
Did she live in New York? No. Did she live in San Francisco? No. Where did she live? She lived
in Chicago. She lived in Chicago. Who lived in Chicago? Well, the woman, right? The woman
lived in Chicago.
Okay. That is all of mini story A. Listen to this many times. Answer all the questions. Then go to
mini story B. We'll learn more secrets about this story. We'll find more information.
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1. Secret Love MS-B
Hello. Welcome to mini story B for Secret Love. In this story I will ask questions that are not in the
letter; not in the letter. You need to guess. You need to guess the answers. When I say a question,
say an answer. Yell an answer. Guess the answer. Here we go.
There was a woman. Who was the woman? What was her name? Was her name Alice or was her
name Christine? Well her name was Alice, Alice. What did Alice want? Alice wanted her colleague.
What was her colleague’s name? Was it Fred? Yes, yes, it was Fred. Who did Alice want? Alice
wanted Fred. Did Alice hesitate to tell Fred? Yes, she hesitated to tell Fred about her love. Oh, no.
When did Alice want Fred? Well, immediately of course, she wanted him now, immediately. But,
she hesitated to reveal her feelings. Did she want Fred immediately, now? Yes, that’s right, she
wanted him immediately. Who did she want immediately? She wanted Fred immediately. Did she
tell him immediately? No, no, she hesitated to tell Fred.
Where did she want him? Where did she want him? Well, she wanted him at the hospital, at the
hospital. They worked at a hospital. Did she want him at her house? No, no, no. did she want him
in New York? No, no, no. Where did she want him? She wanted him in the hospital or at the hospital. Was he a doctor? Yes, that’s right, he was a doctor. So, she wanted him at the hospital. How
did she want him? Hmm, how did she want him? Well she wanted him romantically, right? With
romance. She wanted Fred romantically. Did she want Fred to be friends? She didn’t want to be
friends with Fred, no. She wanted Fred romantically. Did she tell Fred her feelings? No, she didn’t.
She didn’t reveal her feelings. How much did she want Fred romantically? Oh, so much, she wanted Fred romantically; more than anything, more than anything. Where did she want Fred more than
anything? Ah, she wanted Fred at the hospital more than anything. How did she want him? She
wanted him romantically. Did she want him a little bit? No, she wanted him more than anything, a
lot, a lot, a lot. Who did she want more than anything? Well of course, Dr. Fred. She wanted Dr.
Fred more than anything. Where did she want Dr. Fred more than anything? At the hospital, right?
Did she reveal her feelings to Dr. Fred? No, unfortunately, no. She didn’t reveal her feelings to Dr.
Fred.
How many times did she want Dr. Fred at the hospital? How many times? A million times, a million
times she wanted Dr. Fred at the hospital. Every day, every hour, every minute she thought about
him. She wanted him one million times every day. She always thought about him. Why did she
want Dr. Fred? Why did Alice want Dr. Fred? Well of course because he’s rich, right? He was rich.
He had a high economic class. He was rich. Did she want him because he was wonderful? No, no,
no. Did she want him because he was handsome, good looking? No, of course not. Did she want
him because he was kind and sweet and nice? Of course not. Why did she want Dr. Fred romantically? Well, she wanted Dr. Fred romantically because he was rich. Where did she want him? She
wanted him at the hospital. When did she want him? She wanted him immediately. Who did she
want immediately because he was rich? She wanted Dr. Fred immediately because he was rich.
Did she have the same religion as Dr. Fred? No, she didn’t. Alice didn’t have the same religion.
Did they have similar values? Yes, yes they did. What were their similar values? What were their
similar values? Hmm, well of course they both valued money. The both liked money. Did Alice like
money? Yes, of course. Did Fred like money? Yes, of course. Did they both like money? Yes,
yes, yes. Did they both have similar values? Yes, they both had similar values, right? They both
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liked money. So it’s a perfect relationship right? Did she want a deeper relationship with him? Yes,
yes. What kind of deeper relationship did she want? Well, she wanted to marry him. She wanted to
marry him immediately. Where did she want to marry him immediately? At the hospital. She wanted to marry Dr. Fred at the hospital immediately. Who did she want to marry at the hospital? She
wanted to marry Dr. Fred at the hospital. Did she long for Dr. Fred? Yes, she did. How many times
every day did she long for Dr. Fred? Well, one million, right? One million times, she longed for Dr.
Fred every day one million times. Did she, Alice, did Alice reveal her feelings to Dr. Fred? No, she
didn’t. Did she reveal her longing for Dr. Fred? No, she didn’t. Did she tell him where she wanted
to marry him? No, she didn’t. Who loved Dr. Fred? Alice, Alice loved Dr. Fred.
How did Dr. Fred feel about Alice? How did Dr. Fred feel about Alice? Hmm, did he love Alice? No,
no, no, no. Did he like Alice? No, no, no. He hated Alice. He hated Alice. Did Alice love Fred?
Yes, of course Alice loved Fred. Did Dr. Fred love Alice? No, he hated Alice. When did he hate
Alice? He hated Alice always, all the time, he always hated Alice. How much did he hate Alice?
Oh, super a lot. He hated her a lot. He hated her all the time. Who did Dr. Fred hate? Well, he
hated Alice. Why did he hate Alice? Well of course, Alice wanted his money. Alice wanted Dr.
Fred’s money so he hated Alice. Did he hate her a little bit? No, he hated her a lot. Did he always
hate her? Yes, he always hated her. And why? Why did he always hate her a lot? Well Fred
always hated her a lot because Alice wanted his money.
Okay, the end. Please listen to this many times every day, answer every question, pause, answer
the question, the play, pause, answer the next question, then play. Okay, see you next time. Bye,
bye.
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2. Bad Choices MS
Welcome to the mini story for Bad Choices. Let’s get started with the story.
David Beckham is a man who wants to have his cake and eat it too. He wants to be a famous
movie star and a famous football player. So he moves to Hollywood. He hooks up with Tom Cruise.
They hit it off immediately. David likes Tom, Tom likes David. Beckham says, “The bottom line is
that I want to be a movie star just like you, Tom. Can you help me?” Tom says “Of course, my gut
tells me you will be a big success in Hollywood.” So Tom introduces Becks to a director who is very
powerful. The director makes a movie with Beckham, but it’s a terrible movie. Everybody hates it
and they hate Beckham. The public feels a powerful animosity towards Beckham. They can’t stand
him. They yell at him. They throw things at him.
Beckham can’t deal with the public’s animosity. He is a guy who is very sensitive. He becomes
scared. He feels this is a dire situation. Beckham is so scared he won’t leave his house. He keeps
the windows closed and the doors locked. He becomes paranoid and he won’t leave the house
even to play soccer. Finally, his team manager calls and says, “This is a situation which is unacceptable. You’re fired!” Beckham cries, “No.” He has no job and nobody can stand him.
Okay, let’s go back to the top. This time with questions. David Beckham is a man who wants to
have his cake and eat it too. Does Beckham want two things but really he can only have one? Yes,
that’s the exact meaning of to have his cake and eat it too. What does he want? What two things
does he want? Well he wants to be a soccer player and a movie star. He wants both. But actually
he must choose. He can only be one, either a movie star or a soccer player. He doesn’t have
enough time or talent or skill to do both. But he wants both. He wants to have his cake and eat it
too.
Does Beckham want to have his cake and eat it too by being rich and good looking? Well no, actually, now. It’s possible to be rich and good looking. That’s okay, you can look good, you can be
handsome and rich. You don’t need to choose between those two things. So that’s not the problem.
He wants to have his cake and eat it too because he wants to be a famous soccer player and be a
famous actor at the same time and this is not possible. He wants to have his cake and eat it too.
He wants both things but he can only have one.
So he moves to Hollywood. He hooks up with Tom Cruise. Does he meet Tom Cruise? Yes he
does, he meets Tom Cruise. Does he hook up with John Travolta? No, he doesn’t hook up with
John Travolta. Does he hook up with Julia Roberts? No, he doesn’t hook up with Julia Roberts.
Does he hook up with Tom Cruise? Yes, he does of course. Does he hook up with Julia Roberts or
Tom Cruise? Well he hooks up with Tom Cruise. Does he hook up with The Spice Girls? Well in
the past he hooked up with one of The Spice Girls, right? He hooked up with one of The Spice
Girls. Now this is a different meaning of hooked up. Is he dating Tom Cruise? Well no he’s not, no.
He hooked up with Tom Cruise means he just met Tom Cruise. They met, they got together. But if
he hooked up with one of The Spice Girls then that means yea, he’s dating her, he’s married to her
now,
etcetera.
So he hooked up with Tom Cruise and they hit it off immediately. Did Tom hate David? No, no, no,
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they hit it off immediately. They liked each other immediately. Did Beckham hit it off with Tom? Yes
he did. Beckham liked Tom. Did Tom hit it off with Beckham? Yea, Tom also liked Beckham. They
hit it off, they both hit it off. Did Tom Cruise hit it off with Ronaldhino? No, no, no he didn’t hit it of
with Ronaldhino in fact he hates Ronaldhino. He hates him. He likes Beckham because Beckham
is cool and he looks good. So he hit it off with David Beckham, he did not hit it off with Ronaldhino.
Who did Beckham hit it off with? Well he hit it off with Tom Cruise.
Alright, so they liked each other and Beckham said, “The bottom line Tom is that I want to be a
movie star just like you.” What is Beckham’s final point? His most important point? Well the most
important thing he wants is to be a movie star just like Tom Cruise. That’s the bottom line. Is the
bottom line that Beckham wants money? No, no, that’s not the bottom line. Money is not the most
important thing for Beckham right now. What is the bottom line for David Beckham? The bottom line
is he wants to be a famous movie star. That’s his bottom line. That’s his main point, his final point,
his most important point. What is Tom Cruise’s bottom line? Well maybe Tom Cruise’s bottom line is
Scientology, his religion. That’s his bottom line; he wants to get David to join Scientology, to join his
religion. That’s Tom’s secret bottom line. But Beckham’s bottom line is that he wants to be a movie
star. So he says, “The bottom line is that I want to be a movie star just like you.” Tom Cruise says
“Of course, my gut tells me you will be a big success in Hollywood.”
Does Tom know definitely, 100% that Beckham will succeed? No, no, no, no. He doesn’t know, not
in his brain, not in his mind. His gut tells him that he will be a big success. He has a feeling, right?
A feeling in his stomach. He has a deep feeling that Beckham will be successful, but he doesn’t
really know; he’s not sure, he just has a strong feeling. His gut tells him that Beckham will be a big
success in Hollywood. Does his gut tell him that Beckham will be a great soccer player in Los
Angeles? No, no, his gut does not tell him he will be a great soccer player.
What does Tom’s gut tell him? Tom’s gut tells him that Beckham will be a big success in Hollywood
as an actor. His gut doesn’t tell him that he’ll be a big success as a soccer player, maybe he won’t
be. But his gut tells him that he’ll be a big success in Hollywood. Whose gut tells him that Beckham
will succeed? Well Tom Cruise’s gut tells him that Beckham will be a big success in Hollywood.
And so Tom introduces Beckham to a director who is very powerful. The director makes a movie
with Beckham but it’s a terrible movie; everybody hates it and they hate Beckham too. The public
feels a powerful animosity towards Beckham. Does the public like David Beckham? No, they feel
animosity towards him. Do they think Beckham is their enemy? Yes, that’s right, they think David
Beckham is their enemy. He is the enemy of goodness, he is the enemy of good quality, he is the
enemy of honesty. He is their enemy. They feel a powerful animosity towards him. They feel animosity towards Beckham.
Who feels animosity towards Beckham? Well the public; the American public feels animosity
towards Beckham. Does Tom Cruise feel animosity towards Beckham? No, no, no, Tom still likes
David Beckham. Tom does not feel animosity towards Beckham. The public feels animosity towards
Beckham. Does Beckham feel animosity towards the public? No, no, Beckham loves the public, he
wants them to love him. The public feels animosity towards Beckham but Beckham does not feel
animosity towards the public. So the public feels animosity towards Beckham.
They can’t stand him. Do they love him? No, the opposite; they can’t stand him, they hate him.
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Who can’t the public stand? Well the public can’t stand David Beckham. Can the public stand Tom
Cruise? Yea, yea, they still like Tom Cruise, but they can’t stand David Beckham. Can Beckham’s
wife stand him? Yes, yes, his wife can stand him, she still likes him, she still loves him, but the public can’t stand David Beckham. They can’t stand him. They don’t like him. They hate him. They
can’t stand him so they yell at him and throw things at him. “You suck, yea.” Beckham can’t deal
with the animosity. Can Beckham handle the animosity, the bad feeling? No he can’t handle it. Can
he survive it? No, he can’t survive it. He feels horrible, he feels terrible. He wants to hide. He can’t
deal with the animosity. He can’t handle it, he can’t survive it. He can’t keep trying when everybody
yells at him.
Why can’t he deal with the animosity? Well Beckham can’t deal with the animosity because he’s
very sensitive. He’s a guy who’s very sensitive. So Beckham can’t deal with the bad feelings.
Beckham can’t deal with the public’s animosity. Can Beckham deal with his coach? Yea, yea,
Beckham can deal with his soccer coach. If his soccer coach becomes angry Beckham can deal
with it; he can deal with it, no problem. But he can’t deal with the public’s animosity. He can’t deal
with the public’s hatred. Beckham can’t deal with the public not liking him. He can deal with his
coach, but he can’t deal with the public’s animosity. He is a guy who is very sensitive so he
becomes scared.
He feels this is a dire situation. Does he think this is a dangerous and difficult and scary situation?
Yes exactly, he feels this is a dire situation. Does he feel like it’s a risky situation, possibly dangerous? Yes, that’s right he feels it is a dire situation, a very, very risky situation. What is the dire situation? Well the dire situation is the public’s animosity. They hate him, that’s the dire situation. Does
he have a dire situation with soccer, with football? No, no, no he’s still good at playing soccer. He
does not have a dire situation with soccer. That’s not a dire situation. But his movie career has a
dire situation. This is a dire situation. It’s a dire situation that the public hates him.
Beckham is so scared, he won’t leave his house. He keeps the windows closed and locked. He
keeps his doors closed and locked. He becomes paranoid. Does Beckham think that everyone
wants to hurt him? Yes, he’s paranoid. He thinks everybody wants to hurt him. Does he think Tom
Cruise wants to hurt him? Yes, he does. He thinks that even Tom Cruise wants to hurt him. He’s
paranoid. Does Tom really want to hurt him? No, no, Tom really does not want to hurt Beckham.
Tom still likes Beckham, but Beckham’s paranoid. Beckham thinks everybody wants to hurt him,
even Tom Cruise, even his wife. He thinks everyone wants to hurt him and everyone hates him, he’s
paranoid. Is he paranoid about his wife? Yes he is. He thinks his wife also hates him. Is he paranoid about Tom Cruise? Yes, he thinks Tom Cruise wants to hate him also and wants to hurt him.
Does he think that everyone in the world wants to hurt him? Yes he does. He’s very, very paranoid.
He thinks everyone in the world hates him and wants to hurt him. He is super paranoid. He is so
paranoid that he won’t leave his house. He won’t even go to play soccer.
Finally, his team coach, his team manager calls and says, “Beckham, this is a situation which is
unacceptable, you’re fired!” Beckham loses his job and his movie career. He starts to cry, “Oh, no,
everybody hates me.” He has no job and nobody can stand him. Does anybody like Beckham now?
No, not anymore. Finally nobody likes him. Finally nobody can stand him. Can Tom Cruise stand
him finally, in the end? No, even Tom Cruise can’t stand him in the end. Why can’t Tom Cruise
stand him anymore? Well because he’s so paranoid right? He’s always telling Tom, “You want to
hurt me, you want to hurt me, you hate me.” And so now even Tom cruise can’t stand him. Can his

www.EffortlessEnglishClub.com

wife stand him anymore? No, even his wife can’t stand him. Now she wants a divorce because
Beckham is not famous anymore, nobody likes him. So his wife wants a divorce. She can’t stand
him, Tom Cruise can’t stand him, his coach can’t stand him, the public can’t stand him, nobody likes
him.
Okay this one is a little long so no time to pause. So what I would like you to do, go back, listen to
each sentence then pause, then repeat the sentence, copy my pronunciation. Then listen to the next
sentence, pause again, repeat my pronunciation, copy my pronunciation and then play one more
sentence and then pause and again, copy my pronunciation. After you do that, finally, try to tell all of
the story yourself. Okay, go on to the Point of View Mini Stories Next.
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2. Bad Choices POV
Hello, welcome to the POV, Point of View Mini Stories for Bad Choices. Same story,
different time. Let’s start the first one with three years ago. We’ll have to imagine this
happened three years ago.
Three years ago David Beckham was a man who wanted to have his cake and eat it too. He wanted to be a famous movie star and a famous soccer player at the same time so he moved to
Hollywood. He hooked up with Tom Cruise.
They hit it off immediately. Tom liked David; David liked Tom. Beckham said, “Tom,
the bottom line is that I want to be a movie star just like you, can you help me?” Tom
said, “Of course, my gut tells me you’ll be a good success in Hollywood.” So Tom
introduced Beckham to a director who was very powerful. The director made a movie
with Beckham, but it was a terrible movie. Everybody hated it and they hated Beckham.
The public felt a powerful animosity towards Beckham. They couldn’t stand him. They
yelled at him and threw things at him. Beckham couldn’t deal with the publics
animosity. He was a guy who was very sensitive so he became scared. He felt this was
a dire situation. Beckham was so scared he wouldn’t leave his house. He kept the
windows closed and the doors locked. He became paranoid and wouldn’t even leave to
play soccer. Finally, his team manager said, “This is a situation which is unacceptable,
you’re fired!” Beckham cried, he had no job and nobody could stand him.
Alright, let’s change the time a little bit. This time we’re gonna talk about the story but
that Beckham always wanted to do these things, okay? So these have been happening for
a while.
Beckham has always been a man who has wanted to eat have his cake and eat it too. He
has always wanted to be a famous movie star and a famous football player. He has
always wanted to move to Hollywood. He has always wanted to hook up with Tom
Cruise and he has hoped they would hit it off immediately. David has always liked Tom
Cruise; Tom has always liked David.
Well, one day, Beckham said, “Look Tom, the bottom line is that I want to be a movie star just like
you, can you help me?” Tom said, “Of course, my gut tells me you’ll be a good success in
Hollywood.” So Tom introduced Beckham to a director who was very powerful. The director made a
movie with Beckham, but it was a terrible movie. Everybody hated it and they hated Beckham.
The public felt a powerful animosity towards Beckham. They couldn’t stand him. They
yelled at him and threw things at him. Beckham couldn’t deal with the public's
animosity. He was a guy who was very sensitive. He has always been a guy who was
very sensitive. He felt this was a dire situation. Beckham was so scared he wouldn’t
leave his house. He kept the windows closed and the doors locked. He became paranoid
and wouldn’t even leave to play soccer. Finally, his team manager said, “This is a
situation which is unacceptable, you’re fired!” Beckham cried, he had no job and nobody
could stand him.
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Okay, you’ll notice that I used the “perfect”, the “have been” , the had gone, that verb
tense-- when I was talking about things that have always been true or that were true for a
while in the past, maybe starting in the past until now or maybe over some time in the
past; a range of time. And then when I talked about specific conversations, specific
actions, I used the simple past. Alright, don’t think about that too much, listening is how
you’ll improve your grammar; listening and practicing. Why is not a good question
about grammar or language, don’t ask why. If you want a PhD, a doctorate in linguistics
you can ask why. If you want to be fluent, if you want to speak English easily and
naturally don’t ask why. Just learn it, just listen carefully, just do the lessons, you will
improve, I promise.
Alright next, let’s talk about the future and in fact maybe this is gonna be a true story,
right? Let’s think, what’s going to happen to David Beckham when he comes to
Hollywood. He’s moving to Los Angeles, that’s true. What’s going to happen? Let’s
Imagine. This is what I think is going to happen. So now, the future.
Next year David Beckham is moving to Los Angeles and he is a man who wants to have
his cake and eat it too. I think he will want to be a famous movie star and a famous
football player at the same time. That’s why he’s moving to Hollywood. He’s gonna
hook up with Tom Cruise-- they’ll hit it off . David will like Tom; Tom will like David.
Beckham will say to Tom, “The bottom line is that I want to be a movie star just like you,
can you help me?” Tom will say, “Of course, my gut tells me you’ll be a good success in
Hollywood.” Tom will introduce Beckham to a director who will be very powerful. The
director will make a movie with Beckham but it’s gonna be a terrible movie.
Everybody’ll hate it and they’ll hate Beckham too. The public will feel a powerful
animosity towards Beckham. They won’t be able to stand him. They’ll yell at him and
throw things at him. Beckham won’t be able to deal with the public’s animosity. He’s a
guy who is very sensitive so he’ll be scared. He’ll feel this is a dire situation. Beckham
will be so scared he won’t leave his house. He’ll keep the windows closed and the doors
locked. He’ll become paranoid and he won’t even leave to play soccer. Finally his team
manager will call and say “This is a situation which is unacceptable, you’re fired!”
Beckham will cry. He’ll have no job and nobody will be able to stand him.
Alright, did you notice in the future, when we’re talking about the future we say “will be
able to” instead of “can”. Instead of “can stand him” I’ll say “will be able to stand him"
in the future. And you’ll also in the future, you have to listen very carefully because in
real speech, not text books, but real American English we add “’ll” to the subject, right?
“Beckham’ll do this, Beckham’ll do that”. Now in a textbook you’ll see “Beckham will
go to Los Angeles. But we say “Beckham’ll”, the ‘ll gives you the future. Beckham’ll
go to Los Angeles and in the text book you’ll see “going to”. Beckham is going to make
a movie. But in real speech we say “gonna”. Beckham’s gonna. We don’t say Beckham
is going to, we say Beckham’s gonna. Beckham’s, apostrophe s, gonna. Beckham’s
gonna make a movie, Beckham’s gonna. Beckham’ll go, Beckham’ll come, so we use is
gonna and ‘ll for the future in real speech. That’s how we actually say it when we speak.
So, listen carefully for that. Listen very carefully when you hear those future versions.
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Now please go back, listen to each version, pause after the version, tell it yourself, try to
tell it yourself. If you can’t its okay, relax, rewind, listen again, rewind, listen again
everyday. It’s not a race, relax, enjoy it. Okay, see ya next time.
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2. Double Standard MS
Welcome to the mini story for Double Standard. Let’s get started. There is a badass marine
named Serin. He has an intimate relationship with Julia Roberts. They are very, very close.
Serin likes Julia but one day he decides she’s just not what he’s looking for. He breaks up
with Julia. Julia feels betrayed. She says "how can you do this to me? Why are you hurting me?
Please take me back."
But Serin won’t budge. He says "no I don’t want you Julia". Julia can’t get past the break-up.
Every day she follows Serin. Every day she calls him.
At first, Serin turns a blind eye to her behavior but finally he can’t ignore it anymore. He yells
at Julia and says "I won’t bow to this pressure. I won’t take you back. So leave me alone." Julia
asks "do you have another girlfriend".
He says "yes I’m dating Hilary Clinton now. She’s rich and very powerful." "Really? Wow, I
like her. I’m going to vote for her", says Julia.
She says, "I still feel a little uneasy but if you’re dating Hilary I guess it’s okay". Julia smiles
and walks away. As she leaves she yells, "so is Bill free for dating?"
Okay one more time this time with questions. There is a bad ass marine named Serin -- bad
ass ooh that’s slang. Bad ass means tough, very strong -- tough, very good at what he does. So
very strong and tough. There’s a bad ass marine named Serin.
A marine is a kind of soldier, a kind of fighter. He has an intimate relationship with Julia
Roberts. Are Serin and Julia Roberts only friends, just friends? No-no-no. They have an intimate
relationship.
It means they’re very close not only friends, they are dating each other. They have an intimate relationship. Are they probably having sex? Yes, probably they are. They have an intimate
relationship.
They are dating. They’re very, very close. Serin and Julia Roberts have an intimate relationship. Does Serin have an intimate relationship with Cameron Diaz? No-no.
He does not have an intimate relationship with Cameron Diaz. He has an intimate relationship with Julia Roberts. They are very, very close. Serin likes Julia but one day he decides she’s
just not what he’s looking for. Does Serin want Julia?
No, he doesn’t. He decides she’s not what he’s looking for. She’s not really what -- she’s not
really what he wants. So he decides she’s just not what he’s looking for. Is Hilary Clinton what he’s
looking for? Yes, Hilary Clinton is what he’s looking for.
She’s rich and powerful that’s what he’s looking for. Serin’s looking for rich and powerful.
Julia Roberts is not powerful enough so she’s not what he’s looking for. Is Cameron Diaz what Serin
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is looking for? No, he doesn’t want Cameron Diaz.
Cameron Diaz is not what he’s looking for. What is Serin looking for? Serin is looking for a
rich and powerful woman like Hilary Clinton so he breaks up with Julia. Julia feels betrayed. Does
Julia feel he did something bad to her?
Yes, exactly she feels -- she feels he did something bad to her. They were close, she trusted
him, and then he hurt her. Did Serin betray Cameron Diaz? No, he didn’t betray Cameron Diaz. He
never dated Cameron Diaz.
He never did anything bad to her. He did not betray Cameron Diaz. Did he betray Hilary
Clinton? No, he did not. He did not hurt Hilary Clinton.
Did he betray Julia? Well, breaking up is not really betraying but Julia feels betrayed. She
feels betrayed. Betrayed is the emotion e.d. feel betrayed. But really Serin did not betray her.
But anyway she says "how can you do this to me? Why are you hurting me? Please take me
back". But Serin won’t budge. Will Serin change his mind?
No, he won’t budge. He won’t change at all. Will he change a little bit? No, Serin will not
change not even a little bit. He won’t budge.
He won’t change at all. Will Julia budge? No, she doesn’t want to budge either. She wants
him back one hundred percent. She doesn’t want to change either.
So Julia won’t budge and Serin won’t budge. Serin says "no I don’t want you Julia." But Julia
says "yes I want you back." Neither one of them will budge. They won’t budge.
Julia can’t get passed the break-up. Can Julia forget the break-up? No she can’t forget the
break-up. She can’t get past the break-up. Can Julia get past Mel Gibson?
Well, yeah she never dated Mel Gibson so she doesn’t need to get past Mel Gibson. Who
does she need to get past? Well, she needs to get past Serin. Serin is her ex-boyfriend. She needs
to get past Serin.
Can she get past Serin? No-no. She can’t get past him. She can get past Serin. She can’t
get past the break-up.
She’s still upset. Is she still very sad about Serin and the break-up? Yes, that’s right she’s still
very, very sad. She can’t get past the break-up. So every day she follows Serin.
Every day she calls him on the phone. At first, Serin turns a blind eye to her behavior. In the
beginning, does Serin get upset by her behavior? No-no. In the beginning, he turns a blind eye.
He ignores her. He pretends he doesn’t see her. He pretends he’s not bothered by her
behavior. So he turns a blind eye to her behavior. Does Serin turn a blind eye to Cameron Diaz?
No, he doesn’t ignore Cameron Diaz. Who does he turn a blind eye to? Well, he turns a blind
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eye to Julia Roberts. In fact, he turns a blind eye to her behavior. He ignores her behavior.
Does Julia turn a blind eye to Serin? No-no. She doesn’t ignore him. She does not turn a
blind eye to Serin. Serin turns a blind eye to her behavior but she does not turn a blind eye to Serin.
She keeps calling him. Finally, Serin can’t ignore her anymore. He yells at Julia and says "I
won’t bow to this pressure." Will Serin do what Julia wants him to do? No -no, he won’t.
He won’t bow to the pressure. He will not change because of her pressure. Will he bow to
Cameron Diaz’ pressure? No, Cameron is not pressuring him. Cameron is just a friend.
She’s not pressuring him. Julia is pressuring him. He won’t bow to Julia’s pressure. Will he
date Julia again? No, he won’t.
He won’t bow to her pressure. He won’t do what she wants. What does Julia want? Julia
wants to date him again. So she’s pressuring him "please date me again, please date me again,
please date me again". Will he bow to this pressure?
No, he won’t bow to this pressure. He says "I won’t take you back. So leave me alone."
Julia asks, "do you have another girlfriend". And he says, "yes I’m dating Hilary Clinton now".
She’s rich and very powerful. Julia says "really. Wow, I like her. I’m going to vote for her. I
still feel a little uneasy but if you’re dating Hilary I guess I’m okay".
Does she feel a little uncomfortable about Hilary? Yes, that’s right. She feels a little uneasy
that he is dating Hilary. Is she very upset that Serin is dating Hilary? No-no-no.
She’s not very upset she’s just a little uneasy. She’s uneasy. She’s not very, very upset she’s
just uneasy. Why is Julia uneasy? Well, she’s uneasy because Serin is dating a new girl.
But it’s Hilary Clinton and she likes Hilary so she’s only uneasy- not very upset. Is Serin
uneasy? No, Serin’s not uneasy. Serin is okay. He’s dating Hilary and he’s happy with Hilary.
So Serin is not uneasy about Hilary. Who is uneasy about Hilary? Well, Julia Roberts is a little uneasy about Hilary but just a little. It’s not bad. And she says "well I’m going to vote for her so if
you’re dating Hilary it’s okay."
Finally, she turns and walks away. When she’s walking away Julia smiles and she yells to
Serin, "so does this mean Bill Clinton is free for dating?"
Alright. Now one more time. This time I will pause after the key phrases. Please repeat the
phrases after me but don’t just repeat- copy my intonation. Copy my pronunciation. Try to speak
exactly like me. Let’s go.
There’s a bad ass marine named Serin. [pause] There’s a bad ass named Serin. [pause] He
has an intimate relationship with Julia Roberts. [pause] He has an intimate relationship with Julia
Roberts. [pause] They’re very, very close.
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Serin likes Julia but one day he decides she’s just not what he’s looking for. [pause] She’s
just not what he’s looking for. [pause] He breaks up with Julia. Julia feels betrayed. [pause] Julia
feels betrayed. [pause]
She says "how can you do this to me? Why are you hurting me? Please take me back". But
Serin won’t budge. [pause] But Serin won’t budge. [pause]
He says "no I don’t want you Julia." Julia can’t get past the break-up. [pause] Julia can’t get
past the break-up. [pause] Every day she follows Serin. Every day she calls him.
At first, Serin turns a blind eye to her behavior. [pause] At first, Serin turns a blind eye to her
behavior. [pause] But finally he can’t ignore it anymore. He yells at Julia and says "I won’t bow to
this pressure." [pause] I won’t bow to this pressure. [pause]
"I won’t take you back so please leave me alone". Julia asks "do you have another girlfriend".
And Serin says "yes I’m dating Hilary Clinton now. She’s rich and very powerful". Julia says "really?
Wow, I like her. I’m going to vote for her."
I still feel a little uneasy. [pause] I still feel a little uneasy. [pause] But if you’re dating Hilary
I guess it’s okay. Julia smiles and walks away. As she leaves she yells "so is Bill Clinton free for
dating?" [pause]
Alright. That is all of the mini story. Now pause and try to tell all of the story yourself. You
don’t need to remember every word but try to use the new phrases and the new words correctly; if
you cannot just relax and listen again. Listen to this story every day for one week or two weeks and
you will internalize the new phrases. You’ll also internalize a lot of basic grammar and a lot of basic
pronunciation by listening again, and again, and again.
Alright. See you next time. Bye-bye.
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2. Double Standard POV
Same mini story but first starting with the phrase one year ago.
One year ago there was a bad ass marine named Serin. He had an intimate relationship with Julia
Roberts. They were very, very close. Serin liked Julia but one day he decided she just wasn’t what
he was looking for.
So he broke up with her. Julia felt betrayed. She said "how can you do this to me? Why are
you hurting me? Please take me back."
But Serin wouldn’t budge. He said "no I don’t want you Julia." Julia couldn’t get past the
break-up. Every day she followed Serin. Every day she called him.
At first, Serin turned a blind eye to her behavior. But finally he couldn’t ignore it anymore. He
yelled at Julia and said "I won’t bow to this pressure. I won’t take you back. So leave me alone."
Julia asked "do you have another girlfriend."
And he said "yes I’m dating Hilary Clinton now. She’s rich and very powerful." Julia said
"really? Wow, I like her. I’m going to vote for her.
I still feel a little uneasy but if you’re dating Hilary I guess it’s okay." Julia smiled and walked
away. As she left she yelled "so is Bill free for dating?"
Okay our next version is going to start with the phrase since 2004. Okay. Alright.
There’s a bad ass marine named Serin. Since 2004 he has had an intimate relationship with
Julia Roberts. They have been very, very close. Serin has liked Julia this whole time but one day
he finally decided she just wasn’t what he was looking for.
So he broke up with Julia. Julia felt betrayed. She said "how can you do this to me? Why are
you hurting me? Please take me back."
But Serin wouldn’t budge. He said "no I don’t want you Julia." Julia couldn’t get past the
break-up. Every day she followed Serin. Every day she called him.
At first, Serin turned a blind eye to her behavior but finally he couldn’t ignore it anymore. He
yelled at Julia and said "I won’t bow to this pressure. I won’t take you back so leave me alone".
Julia asked "do you have another girlfriend." And he said "yes I’m dating Hilary Clinton now. She’s
rich and very powerful. "
She said "really? Wow, I like her. I’m going to vote for her. I still feel a little uneasy but if
you’re dating Hilary I guess it’s okay." Julia smiled and walked away. As she left she yelled "so is
Bill free for dating?"
Alright. Our final version begins with the phrase "next year". Next year this is going to happen in the future. I’m imagining this. Here we go.
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There’s a bad ass marine named Serin. Next year he’ll have an intimate relationship with
Julia Roberts. They’ll be very close. Serin will like Julia but one day he’ll decide she’s just not what
he’s looking for. He’ll break-up with Julia.
Julia will feel betrayed. She’ll say "how can you do this to me? Why are you hurting me?
Please take me back." But Serin isn’t going to budge.
He’s going to say "no I don’t want you Julia". Julia won’t be able to get past the break-up.
Every day she’ll follow Serin. Every day she’ll call him. At first, Serin will turn a blind eye to her
behavior but finally he won’t be able to ignore it anymore.
He’ll yell at Julia and say "I won’t bow to this pressure. I won’t take you back. So leave me
alone." Julia will ask "do you have another girlfriend". He’ll say "yes I’m dating Hilary Clinton now.
She’s rich and very powerful." Julia will say "really? Wow, I like her. I’m going to vote for her.
I still feel a little uneasy but if you’re dating Hilary I guess it’s okay."
Julia will smile and walk away. As she leaves, she’s going to yell "so is Bill free for dating?"
Alright. And that’s our final version in the future. Please go back now listen to each version
and then pause. Try to tell each version yourself out loud. You don’t need to be perfect.
You don’t need to remember every word. But try your best and try to use the correct form of
the verbs. Sometimes the vocabulary changes a little bit- listen for that. If you can’t do it, if it’s too
difficult, no problem-- just relax. Listen to these versions many, many times.
Every day listen to it one time, two times, three times. The next day again. The next day
again. It takes some time, but if you do this every month, every day, for one month, two months, six
months, one year you will get a more natural feeling for English grammar.
Okay. See ya next time. Bye-bye.
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2. Greek Family MS
Welcome to the mini story lesson for Greek family. Let’s do the basic story first. Here we go.
I’m walking down the street when a guy comes to me and says "hi can I chat with you for a
moment?" He looks clean and very neat. I’m quite naïve so I think he’s just friendly. I say "okay".
The man asks me "how far would you go to save yourself."
I say "what do you mean?" He says "I’m talking about the Christian faith. I want you to convert to Christianity." "Actually, I’m a Buddhist" I say. "What about your relatives are they Buddhists
too" he asks.
I tell him "no just me". He then tells me that I will go to hell if I don’t convert. He says I am a
bad person. He tells me all Buddhists will go to hell. Finally, he says that the Buddha and all
Buddhists serve the devil. That’s the straw that breaks the camel’s back. I yell at him "go away... I
refuse to listen to you anymore."
Okay. Let’s go back to the top of our little story and this time with questions. Here we go
again.
I’m walking down the street when a guy comes to me and says "hi can I chat with you for a
moment?" He looks clean and very neat. I’m quite naïve so I think he’s just friendly. Do I have a lot
of life experience? Do I know about life on the street?
No-no-no, I don’t. I’m very naïve, right? Kind of like a child. I don’t really know that people
might try to sell something to me or get something from me on the street. I think everybody’s just
very nice and friendly. I’m very naïve.
Are children usually naïve? Well, yes that’s right- small children usually are naïve, right? They
-- they’re innocent. They don’t know there are many bad people in the world or many people will lie.
They’re kind of naïve.
So I’m quite naïve. This man says "can I chat with you for a moment." I don’t know him.
He’s a stranger. I’m walking on the street.
So this is naïve. Is the other man naïve? No-no, the other man’s not naïve, right? He knows
he has something. He wants to tell me about his religion.
He has a plan. He has life experience, right? He’s not naïve. But I’m kind of naïve. I’m very
innocent.
I don’t think he’s trying to sell me something. I just think oh he’s a friendly guy. I’m quite
naïve, very naïve like a child. So I think he’s just friendly. I say "okay".
The man then asks me "how far would you go to save yourself." Does he want to know how
much I would do or how hard I would try to save myself-- like save my soul, right? Yeah, that’s exactly what he’s asking. He wants to know how much would I do. Would I try very hard?
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Would I do something that’s very difficult? Would I change my life to save myself? He wants
to know how far would I go to save myself. Does he want to know how far I would go to save
money? No-no.
He doesn’t care. He’s not asking about me saving money. He doesn’t know -- want to know
what I would do to save money. He wants to know how far would I go to save myself, right? My
soul.
He asks "how far would you go to save yourself." Does he want to know how far I would go to
save my body? No, he’s not talking about my body, my physical body. He doesn’t want to know how
far I would go to save my body. He wants to know how far I would go to save myself meaning my
soul my spirit, right -- after I die.
He says "how far would you go to save yourself?" He’s talking about my soul after I die. And I
ask him "what do you mean I don’t understand." Do I understand what he means when he says how
far would you go? No, I don’t obviously.
No, I don’t understand what he means by "how far would you go to save yourself." I’m a little
confused by that. So he says "I’m talking about the Christian faith". Is he talking about his religion?
Yes, exactly right.
He’s talking about the Christian faith. He’s talking about the Christian religion. Is he talking
about the Buddhist faith? No-no, he’s not talking about the Buddhist faith. He’s not talking about the
Buddhist religion.
He’s talking about the Christian faith. Is he talking about the Jewish faith? No, he’s not talking
about the Jewish faith. Is he talking about the Islamic faith? No, he’s not talking about the Islamic
faith?
Is he talking about the Hindu faith? No, he’s not talking about the Hindu faith. What faith is he
talking about? Well, he’s talking about the Christian faith. And what does he want me to do?
Well, he says "I want you to convert to Christianity." Does he want me to change my religion?
Yes, he does. He wants me to change to Christianity from my old religion to Christianity. He says "I
want you to convert to Christianity."
Does he want me to convert to Islam? No-no. He’s not Muslim. He does not want me to convert to Islam. He wants me to convert to Christianity. Who does he want to convert to Christianity?
Well, he wants me A.J. to convert to Christianity. Does he want to convert to Buddhism? Nono. He does not want to become a Buddhist. No, he wants me to covert to Christianity.
He does not want to convert to Buddhism. And I say to him "actually I am a Buddhist" I say.
And he asks me "what about your relatives are they Buddhists too?" Does he want to know if my
friends are Buddhists? No-no.

www.EffortlessEnglishClub.com

He wants to know if my family is Buddhists, right? He says "what about your relatives are they
Buddhists too". Is he asking about my family’s religion? Yes, exactly right. He’s asking about my
family’s religion.
He says "what about your relatives are they also Buddhists." So he wants to know about my
mom and my dad but especially he wants to know about all of my family. So relatives usually means
all the family-- grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins. He wants to know if my relatives are also
Buddhists. Are my relatives Buddhists?
No-no. My relatives are not Buddhists. In fact, some of them are Christian some of them- no
religion. So my relatives are not Buddhists, only me. Are my relatives Christian?
Some of my relatives are Christian, not all of them some of them are. Are my relatives
Buddhists? No, they’re not. They’re not Buddhists. My relatives are not Buddhists.
So I say to him "no just me only me." He then tells me that I will go to hell if I don’t convert. If
I don’t convert to Christianity does he think I will go to hell- I will burn and -- after I die. Yes, exactly.
He thinks if I don’t change to Christianity, if I don’t convert to Christianity then I will go to hell after I
die.
Then he says I’m a bad person. He tells me all Buddhists will go to hell. Finally, he says that
the Buddha and all Buddhists serve the devil. That’s the straw that breaks the camel’s back. Does
that make me angry?
Well, yes -- yes, it’s the last straw. It’s the final straw that breaks that camel’s back. It means
he said many things to me- bad things. He’s insulting me. He says "oh you’re a bad person."
"If you don’t convert you’ll go to hell", right? More bad things. I’m patient. But finally the last
thing he says is "all Buddhists serve the devil." That’s the straw that breaks the camel’s back.
That’s the final bad insult. And I become angry and I yell at him "go away". What is the straw
that breaks the camel’s back? Well, it’s him saying all Buddhists serve the devil. That’s the final bad
thing that makes me lose control, lose my temper.
So he says all Buddhists serve the devil. That’s the straw that breaks the camel’s back.
When he asks me "are your relatives also Buddhists" is that the last straw? Is that the straw that
breaks the camel’s back? No-no-no.
No, I’m patient. After he says that, it’s no problem. Okay so what is the straw that breaks the
camel’s back? Well, it’s when he says "all Buddhists serve the devil." That’s the straw that breaks
the camel’s back.
It’s the final insult. Then I get angry and I yell at him "go away. I refuse to listen to you anymore." Will I listen to him again? No-no.
I refuse to listen to him anymore. I will never listen to him again. I refuse. I say "no I won’t
do it. No, I will never listen to you again. "
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I refuse to listen to him anymore. Do I refuse to listen to all Christians? No-no-no. I don’t
mind all Christians it’s just this one guy. I refuse to listen to him ever again.
I will never listen to him again. I refuse to listen to him, only to him. I refuse to listen to him.
Do I refuse to watch television again? No, I don’t refuse to watch television. What do I refuse to do?
Well, I refuse to listen to that guy again, right? I refuse to listen to him again.
Alright. That’s the end of our little story. One more time, this time with pauses after the key
phrases. I’ll pause -- say the key phrase after I pause. Copy my pronunciation that’s the important
part of this section. Copy my pronunciation especially my intonation when I go up when I go down
things like that. Okay? Let’s go.
I’m walking down the street when a guy comes to me and says "hi can I chat with you for a
moment." He looks clean and very neat. I’m quite naïve. [pause] I’m quite naïve. [pause] I’m
quite naïve. [pause]
So I think he’s just friendly. I say okay. The man asks me "how far would you go to save
yourself." [pause] How far would you go to save yourself? [pause] How far would you go to save
yourself? [pause] Good.
I say "what do you mean." He says "I’m talking about the Christian faith." [pause] I’m talking
about the Christian faith. [pause] I want you to convert to Christianity. [pause] I want you to convert to Christianity. [pause] Good.
I say "actually I’m a Buddhist." And he asks "what about your relatives are they Buddhists
too". [pause] What about your relatives are they Buddhists too? [pause] What about your relatives
are they Buddhists too? [pause] I tell him "no just me."
He then tells me that I will go to hell if I don’t convert. [pause] He then tells me that I will go
to hell if I don’t convert. [pause] He says I’m a bad person. He tells me all Buddhists will go to hell.
Finally, he says that the Buddha and all Buddhists serve the devil.
That’s the straw that breaks the camel’s back. [pause] That’s the straw that breaks the
camel’s back. [pause] That’s the straw that breaks the camel’s back. [pause] I yell at him "go away
I refuse to listen to you anymore." [pause] I refuse to listen to you anymore. [pause] I refuse to listen to you anymore. [pause]
Okay. Great job. Now the final part of the mini story lesson. Pause your iPod, pause your
computer and try to tell all of the story yourself. Tell all of it out loud so you can hear it. Tell all of
the story.
You don’t need to remember every word but try to use the target vocabulary the new vocabulary correctly. If you can’t, if you have trouble, no problem relax, listen to it again. Just keep listening until you can pause and tell all of the story yourself.
Okay. See ya next time. Bye-bye.
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2. Greek Family POV
Welcome to the point of view mini stories for Greek family. Let’s get started. First, the past
tense.
Five years ago, I was walking down the street when a guy came to me and said "hi can I chat
with you for a moment." He looked clean and very neat. I was quite naïve so I thought he was just
being friendly. I said "okay." The man asked me "how far would you go to save yourself."
I said "what do you mean." He said "I’m talking about the Christian faith. I want you to convert to Christianity." "Actually, I’m a Buddhist" I said. "What about your relatives are they Buddhists
too", he asked.
I told him "no just me." He then told me that I would go to hell if I didn’t convert. He said I
was a bad person. He told me all Buddhists would go to hell. Finally, he said that the Buddha and
all Buddhists serve the devil.
That was the last straw. It was the straw that broke the camel’s back. I yelled at him "go
away I refuse to listen to you anymore."
Alright. Our second version. I’m going to change this a little bit to -- so you get a little more
practice. Just change the order of the story.
Since I was a child I have been very naïve. I have always thought that people are very friendly even if they’re not. I have always accepted people and not worried about them or been suspicious. Right? I have always been quite naïve since I was a child.
Well one day I was walking down the street when a guy came up to me and said "hi can I
chat with you for a moment". He looked clean and very neat. Since I was quite naïve and have
always been naïve I thought he was just being friendly so I said "okay". The man asked me "how far
would you go to save yourself." I said "what do you mean."
He said "I’m talking about the Christian faith; I want you to convert to Christianity." "Actually,
I’m a Buddhist" I said. "What about your relatives are they Buddhists too", he asked. I told him "no
just me". He then told me that I would go to hell if I didn’t convert.
He said I was a bad person. He told me all Buddhists would go to hell. Finally, he said that
the Buddha and all Buddhists serve the devil. That was the last straw. That was the straw that
broke the camel’s back. I yelled at him "go away I refuse to listen to you anymore."
So you can notice I used the present perfect "have been" for something that started long ago
when I was a child and continued up to the time this story happened. Then I changed to the simple
past because we’re talking about one specific event and that it’s already happened it’s done. Okay.
Let’s -- now, let’s go to the future -- back to the future. Here we go.
In ten years -- ten years from now -- I’m imagining this, maybe I dreamed this. Okay, this is a
dream. I have a dream. In ten years, I will be walking down the street when a guy will come up to
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me and he’ll say "hi can I chat with you for a moment." He’ll look clean and very neat.
I’ll be quite naïve so I’ll think he’s just being friendly. I’ll say "okay". The man’s going to ask
me "how far would you go to save yourself." And I’ll say "what do you mean." He’ll say "I’m talking
about the Christian faith I want you to convert to Christianity". "Actually I’m a Buddhist" I’ll say.
"What about your relatives are they Buddhists too" he’ll ask. I’m going to tell him "no just me".
He’ll then tell me that I will go to hell if I don’t convert. He’ll say I’m a bad person. He’ll tell me all
Buddhists will go to hell.
Finally, he’ll say that the Buddha and all Buddhists serve the devil. That’s going to be the
straw that breaks the camel’s back. I’ll yell at him "go away I refuse to listen to you anymore".
Alright. Go back, listen to each version. After each version pause and try to tell that version
yourself out loud, so you can hear it. So listen to the first version the past, pause, and tell the whole
story again using the past "ten years ago".
Second time, start the story with "since I was a child" and tell the story yourself out loud. And then
again listen to the future version and pause and tell the future version yourself. If it’s difficult, if you
can’t do it, no problem just relax, go back, listen very carefully again, and again, and again and then
try again.
Alright. I’ll see ya next time. Bye-bye.
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2. Longtime Affair MS
Hello. Welcome to the mini story for the Longtime Affair lesson. Let’s get started. First, the
mini story.
There is a very small man named Jim. Jim is only one foot tall. Even though Jim is fortyeight years old people always perceive him as a child. In the eyes of the public, Jim is a cute little
boy. Jim hates this.
He says "I want people to accept me as I really am. I want them to give me unconditional
respect. I don’t want people to go on treating me like a child." So Jim goes to the gym and exercises every day. He becomes very strong.
He also learns kickboxing. One day a tall man sees him, laughs and says "you’re such a cute
little man, ha ha ha". Jim gets angry. He yells and he kicks the man. They start fighting.
The fight lasts for twenty hours. The mens’ heads and legs and arms become intertwined.
They fall down. Jim finally breaks away from the man. Then he jumps up, kicks him in the head and
the man falls down. Jim wins the fight and yells "no matter how you slice it, I just kicked your ass".
Alright. Back to the beginning. This time with questions. Here we go.
There is a very small man named Jim. Is there a small woman named Jim? No, there’s not a
small woman named Jim, there’s a small man named Jim. Jim is only one foot tall. How old is Jim?
Well, Jim is forty-eight years old. Even though he’s forty-eight years old, people always perceive him as a child. Is Jim a child? No, he’s not a child. People perceive him as a child.
They see him as a child. They see him and they think "oh he’s a cute, little child" but he’s not
really a child. Is Jim a child or a man? Well, Jim is a man. Do people perceive him as a child or a
man?
Well, people perceive him as a child. Who do people perceive as a child? Well, people perceive Jim as a child. Do people perceive Jim as a big, strong man? No, they don’t perceive him as a
big, strong man.
They don’t see him as a big, strong man. They perceive him as a child. In the eyes of the
public Jim is a cute, little boy. In the eyes of the public, is Jim a strong man? No, in the eyes of the
public, in the public’s opinion, in most people’s opinion, Jim is a cute, little boy.
In the eyes of the public is George Bush a cute, little boy? No-no. In the eyes of the public
George Bush is not a cute, little boy. In the eyes of the public Jim is a cute, little boy. In the eyes of
his father, is Jim a cute, little boy?
No-no. His father doesn’t think he’s a little boy now. His father knows he’s a man, a good,
strong man. In the eyes of his father, Jim is a real man. But in the eyes of the public Jim is a cute,
little boy.
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Alright. Jim hates this. He hates peoples’ perception. He hates what people think about him.
He says "I want people to accept me as I really am."
I want them to give me unconditional respect." Does Jim want total respect from everybody?
Yes, that’s right. He wants unconditional respect from everybody. Does Jim want unconditional love
from everybody?
No, Jim doesn’t want unconditional love. He doesn’t want them to totally love him always. He
wants unconditional respect. He wants people to always respect him in all situations, all the time.
He wants unconditional respect.
Who wants unconditional respect? Well, Jim wants unconditional respect. Why does he want
unconditional respect? Well, he wants unconditional respect because people perceive him as a child.
He doesn’t like this.
He wants unconditional respect. He doesn’t want people to go on treating him like a child.
He says "I don’t want people to go on treating me like a child." Does he want people to continue to
see him as a child? No, he doesn’t want people to go on seeing him as a child.
Does he want people to go on seeing him as a little, weak person? No, he does not want people to continue doing that. He does not want people to go on doing that. Does he want people to go
on treating him, seeing him, like a big, strong person? Well, he does want that- but people don’t do
that- so they can’t go on doing that, right?
It can’t continue because it’s not happening already. It’s not possible. They can’t go on doing
something if they aren’t already doing it. To "go on" means to continue doing something that is
already happening. So he says "I don’t want people to go on treating me like a child" -- treating him
like a child.
Do they treat him like an adult? No, they do not treat him like an adult. Do they treat him like
a serious person? No, they don’t treat him like a serious person. How do people treat Jim?
Well, people treat Jim like a child. They pretend he’s a child, right? They behave as if he was
a child. They treat him like a child. Do they treat him badly in a very cruel, mean, bad way?
Well, no they don’t really treat him badly they just treat him like a child. They don’t respect
him. They treat him like a child. And so Jim gets upset. He goes to the gym to workout every day.
He exercises every day. He becomes very, very strong. He also learns kickboxing. One day
a tall man sees him and laughs and says "ha ha ha you’re such a cute, litte man." Jim gets very
angry.
He yells and he kicks the man. They start fighting. The fight lasts for twenty hours. Does the
fight last for fifteen hours? No, it does not last for fifteen hours.
Does the fight last for ten hours? No, the fight does not last for ten hours. It does not last for
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fifteen hours. How long does the fight last? Well, the fight lasts... the fight continues for twenty
hours.
How long is the fight? Well, the fight is twenty hours long. The fight lasts for twenty hours.
What lasts for twenty hours? Well, the fight lasts for twenty hours. The mens’ hands and legs
become intertwined during the fight and they fall down.
Do their hands and legs become wrapped around each other-- connected to each other? Yes,
that’s right-- their hands and legs become intertwined. They are wrapped around each other, stuck
together. They become intertwined. Do their fingers become intertwined?
No-no, not their fingers. Their fingers do not become intertwined -- do not become wrapped
around each other. Do their ears become intertwined? No-no maybe that’s not possible, right? Their
ears do not become intertwined.
Do their hands and legs become intertwined? Yes, that’s right, their hands and their legs wrap
around each other. Their hands and legs become intertwined. Do their necks become intertwined?
Actually, yes their necks wrap around each other.
Their heads and necks stick together also. They all become intertwined- their hands, their
legs, their necks and head. They wrap around each other. They’re stuck together and they fall
down. But finally Jim breaks away from the big man.
Does Jim get free from the big man? Yeah, that’s right he gets free. He breaks away from the
man. Are Jim’s hands and legs still intertwined? No, they’re not, he breaks free.
Right? They’re not connected anymore. They’re not wrapped around each other anymore.
He breaks free. Jim breaks free from the other man.
Does Jim break free from a woman? No-no. He breaks free from the other man. After Jim
breaks free, what does he do? Well, after Jim breaks free he jumps up and kicks the man in the
head. Boom. The man falls down unconscious.
Jim wins the fight and he yells "no matter how you slice it I just kicked your ass." Alright. "No
matter how you slice it" means-- no matter what your opinion, no matter how you look at it, any
angle, any way you look at it, any opinion, everybody will agree-- Jim kicked his ass. And of course
"kicked your ass" means to beat somebody, to win against them. Okay.
So no matter how you slice it, did Jim lose? No. No matter how you slice it, any opinion will
agree, Jim won the fight. No matter how you slice it, is George Bush an idiot?Yes, that’s right-everybody agrees that George Bush is an idiot.
No matter how you slice it, any way you look at it, any opinion, everybody agrees George
Bush is an idiot. No matter how you slice it, is Jim a strong man? Yeah, that’s right, I think so. No
matter who you slice it, Jim is a strong guy. He’s a tough guy.
Everybody agrees now- no matter how you slice it- Jim is a strong guy. Did Jim kick the
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man’s ass? Yes, he did. Jim kicked his ass. Who’s ass did Jim kick?
Well, Jim kicked the big man’s ass. The big man from the gym, right? He kicked his ass.
Does everybody agree that Jim kicked his ass? Yeah, everybody agrees- no matter how you slice it,
Jim won the fight. Jim kicked his ass.
Alright. Very good. Let’s go on. Back to the top again. This time I will pause after the key
words or phrases. Please copy my pronunciation. This is not a grammar exercise. This is a pronunciation exercise. So please focus on pronunciation. Here we go.
There is a very small man named Jim. Jim is only one foot tall. Even though Jim is fortyeight years old people always perceive him as a child. [pause] People always perceive him as a
child. [pause] In the eyes of the public, Jim is just a cute, little boy. [pause] In the eyes of the public, Jim is just a cute, little boy. [pause]
Jim hates this. He says "I want people to accept me as I really am. I want them to give me
unconditional respect." [pause] I want them to give me unconditional respect. [pause] He says "I
don’t want people to go on treating me like a child". [pause] I don’t want people to go on treating
me like a child. [pause]
So Jim goes to the gym and exercises every day. He becomes very strong. He also learns
kickboxing. One day a tall, big man sees him and laughs and says "you’re such a cute, little man,
ha ha ha." Jim gets angry.
He yells and says "I’m going to kick your ass." He kicks the man. They start fighting. The
fight lasts for twenty hours. [pause] The fight lasts for twenty hours. [pause]
The mens’ hands and legs become intertwined. [pause] The mens’ hands and legs become
intertwined. [pause] They fall down. Jim finally breaks away from the man. [pause] Jim finally
breaks away from the man. [pause]
Then he jumps up and kicks the man in the head. Jim wins the fight and he yells "no matter
how you slice it I just kicked your ass." [pause] No matter how you sliced it I just kicked your ass.
[pause]
Alright. Very good. Please pause now. Try to tell all of the story yourself. Tell everything
yourself. If you can’t remember- relax, go back, listen again.
Alright. Now for the POV, point of view stories next.
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2. Longtime Affair POV
Okay. Welcome to the POV Mini Stories, Point of View Mini Stories for the Longtime Affair
lesson-- same story different versions. Let’s start. First, we go to the past- ten years ago.
Ten years ago there was a very small man named Jim. Jim was only one foot tall. Even
though Jim was forty-eight years old, people always perceived him as a child. In the eyes of the
public, Jim was just a cute little boy. Jim hated this.
He said "I want people to accept me as I really am. I want them to give me unconditional
respect. I don’t want people to go on treating me like a child." So Jim went to the gym and exercised every day. He became very strong.
He also learned kickboxing. One day a tall man saw him, laughed and said "you’re such a
cute little man, ha ha ha." Jim got angry. He yelled and said "I’m going to kick your ass." He kicked
the man. They started to fight.
The fight lasted for twenty hours. The men’s’ hands and legs became intertwined and they fell
down. Jim finally broke free from the man. Then he jumped up and kicked the man in the head.
Jim won the fight and he yelled "no matter how you slice it I just kicked your ass."
Alright. That’s our past version. Now let’s move to the perfect version, we call it, I guess.
Here we go.
Since last year -- okay. There’s a very small man named Jim. Jim is only one foot tall. Even
though Jim is forty-eight years old people have always perceived him as a child. In the eyes of the
public, Jim has always been just a cute little boy. Jim has always hated this.
But since last year he has become very upset. Every day he has said "I want people to
accept me as I really am. I want them to give me unconditional respect. I don’t want people to go
on treating me as a child." And so, since last year, Jim has gone to the gym and has exercised
every day. He has become very strong.
He has also learned kickboxing. Well, one day a tall big man saw him and laughed and said
"you’re such a cute little man, ha ha ha." Jim got angry. He yelled and he kicked the man. They
started to fight.
The fight lasted for twenty hours. The men’s’ hands and legs became intertwined and they fell
down. Jim finally broke away from the man. Then he jumped up and kicked him in the head. Jim
won the fight and he yelled "no matter how you slice it I just kicked your ass. "
Alright. In that version you noticed that we used the, we call it the present perfect, it doesn’t
matter, you don’t need to know the name of the grammar. But we used that form that "have gone"
"have been" form-- because it’s something that has continued through the past for awhile -- started
in the past, kept going for awhile. For example, people have always perceived him as a child.
That’s been happening for a long time-- starting when he was young until now, people continue to
perceive him -- have continued to perceive him-- as a child.
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Alright. It started in the past and it kept going for awhile. And then again we talked about
going to the gym. Since last year Jim has gone to the gym. He has exercised every day. Alright?
Starting last year, up until now.
And then finally we changed to the past tense because we’re talking about one specific event,
the fight. Right? That happened in the past, it’s over, it was just a short event in the past started, finished in the past, it’s done. It’s not a long time period, it’s very short and complete. So we use the
simple past for that.
That’s all you need to know about grammar. Don’t think too much about the grammar.
Alright. Onto version number three-- into the future. Okay this is -- we can imagine this is my idea
for a movie.
And I’m telling you the story-- what I think should happen, what I think will happen in this
movie. Here’s my movie idea, in the future ten years from now.
Ten years from now, there will be a very small man named Jim. Jim’ll only be one foot tall.
Even though he’ll only be forty-eight years old, people will think he’s a child. People will perceive
him as a child. In the eyes of the public, Jim’ll be a cute little boy only. Jim’ll hate this.
He’s going to say "I want people to accept me as I really am. I want them to give me unconditional respect. I don’t want people to go on treating me like a child." Jim’ll go to the gym and exercise every day. He’ll become very strong.
He’ll also learn kickboxing. One day a tall man’s going to challenge him and laugh and say
"you’re such a cute little man, ha ha ha." Jim’ll get angry. He’ll yell and he’ll kick the man. They’ll
start fighting.
The fight is going to last twenty hours. The men’s’ hands and legs will become intertwined
and they’ll fall down. Jim’ll finally break away from the man and then he’ll jump up and kick him in
the head. Jim’ll win the fight and he’ll yell "no matter how you slice it I just kicked your ass."
Okay. The future is fairly simple. It’s pretty easy. You guys have learned going to and will;
however in normal speech we do not say going to and will we change the pronunciation. We say ull
instead of will we say ull -- Jim’ll -- the man’ll -- the man’ll challenge him.
Jim’ll fight him. We don’t say Jim will we say Jim’ll. We just add the ull sound to the subject.
And the other thing we do instead of "going to" we say gonna. Jim’s gonna get angry not Jim is
going to get angry.
Jim’s gonna. Jim’s za za you need the za sound there. "Jim’s gonna" equals "Jim is going
to." Jim’s gonna. Alright. And that’s how we actually use the future in normal speech. So when you
hear "gonna" when you hear "ull" that means the future.
Okay. Please go back, listen to each section, pause, and try to tell that version yourself. Try
to tell the story using the past- ten years ago. Try it ago with since last year. And then try it again in
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the future.
If you have trouble, if it’s difficult, relax- this takes time. Just relax, go back, listen again. Go
back listen again. Listen, listen, listen very carefully. Hear how the verbs change.
Hear how the vocabulary changes sometimes. Listen carefully- that’s the most important part.
Don’t get upset if you can’t tell the story yourself, it’s okay. That will take time- listening is the most
important part.
Alright. I will see ya next time. Go on and listen to the commentary. Bye-bye.
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2. Lost Custody MS
Okay, it’s time for the mini-story for the Lost Custody lesson. Let’s get started right away. Here we
go.
Yuriko is unfit to be a student. Every day she comes to school late. Then she belittles the other students. When another student makes a mistake, Yuriko yells, “Are you stupid? Do you have a mental disability? What’s wrong with you, you idiot?” One day, another student named Jenwah complains to AJ, the teacher. She says, “I’m frightened by Yuriko. I’m going to quit this class.” The
teacher says, “Stick it out, Jenwah. Don’t worry. I will get rid of Yuriko. Then we will all be better
off.”
The next day, AJ, the teacher, brings a gun to school. He points the gun at Yuriko and threatens her.
He says, “Yuriko, if you come to my class again, I will kill you. Then I will take custody of your son,
and I will beat him every day. So leave now!” Yuriko is frightened by AJ’s threat. She starts crying,
and then she runs out of the class. The other students cheer, “Yea!” and everybody’s happy.
Okay, let’s go again. Back to the beginning. This time with questions.
Yuriko is unfit to be a student. Is Yuriko good enough to be a student? No, of course not. She’s
not. She’s unfit to be a student. She cannot be a student. Why is she unfit to be a student? Well,
because she comes late every day; and she says bad, terrible things to other students. That’s why
she’s unfit to be a student.
Is Jenwah unfit to be a student? No, no, no, Jenwah is a very good student. She’s fit to be a student, but Yuriko is unfit to be a student. Is Yuriko unfit to be a business person? Well, I don’t know;
but maybe she’s okay. Maybe she can be a business person, but she’s unfit to be a student. She
might be fit to be a business person, but she’s unfit to be a student.
Who is unfit to be a student, Yuriko or Jenwah? Well, Yuriko is unfit to be a student. Who is unfit to
be a student? Jen – I mean Yuriko is unfit to be a student, right? She can’t be a student, because
she’s a very mean, terrible person.
Every day she comes to school late. Then she belittles the other students. Does she insult the
other students and say bad things? Yes, that’s right. Exactly. She belittles the other students. She
says terrible things to them. “You’re stupid. You’re ugly. I don’t like you. You’re a horrible person.”
She says these things. She belittles the other students.
Who belittles the other students? Well, Yuriko belittles the other students. Who does Yuriko belittle?
Well, Yuriko belittles the other students. Does Yuriko belittle the teacher? No, no, no, she does not
belittle the teacher. She does not insult him. She does not say terrible things to the teacher. She
belittles the students.
Does the teacher, AJ, does he belittle the students? No, no, AJ does not belittle the students. Who
belittles the students? Well, Yuriko belittles the students, right? How does she belittle the students?
Well, when another student makes a mistake, Yuriko yells, “Are you stupid? Do you have a mental
disability? What’s wrong with you, you idiot?”
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Does she ask the students if they are damaged, if their brain is damaged, something’s wrong with
their brain? Yeah, that’s right, exactly. She says, “Do you have a mental disability?” It means is
your brain broken? Is your mind broken? Right? She says, “Do you have a mental disability?”
Does she ask if they have a physical disability? No, she doesn’t ask if they have a physical disability. Physical disability, maybe their legs don’t work, maybe their eyes don’t work well. They can’t
see. That’s not what she’s asking. She asks if they have a mental disability. Right? A brain disability because they’re so stupid.
Does she ask other students if they have a mental disability? Yeah, that’s right. She asks the other
students if they have a mental disability. Does she ask the teacher if he has a mental disability? No,
no, remember, she does not belittle the teacher; so she never asks the teacher if he has a mental
disability.
Who does she ask, “Do you have a mental disability?” Well, she asks that. She says that to other
students when they make a mistake. So it’s very strong, right? “Do you have a brain problem? A
brain – something broken in your brain? A mental disability?” She says, “What’s wrong with you,
you idiot?”
Well, the students feel very bad. One day, another student named Jenwah complains to AJ, the
teacher. She says, “AJ, I’m frightened by Yuriko.” Does Yuriko scare her? Yes, that’s exactly right.
She’s frightened by Yuriko. She’s scared of Yuriko. She feels afraid. Does Jenwah feel very, very
scared and afraid? Oh, exactly right. She feels frightened, right? She’s frightened by Yuriko.
Is Jenwah frightened by AJ? No, no, no, she’s not frightened by AJ. Who is she frightened by?
Well, she’s frightened by Yuriko. Why is she frightened by Yuriko? Well, she’s scared of Yuriko –
she’s frightened by Yuriko; because Yuriko says mean, terrible things. Yuriko belittles Jenwah every
day. That’s why she’s frightened by Yuriko.
Does Yuriko frighten all the students in the class? Well, yeah, that’s right. Actually, she does. All
the students are frightened by Yuriko. They’re all frightened by Yuriko. Does Yuriko frighten the
teacher? No, no, AJ’s not afraid of Yuriko. He’s not frightened by Yuriko, but Yuriko frightens everybody else.
And, anyway, Jenwah tells AJ, “I’m frightened by Yuriko, and I’m going to quit this class.” AJ says,
“Jenwah, stick it out.” Does AJ want Jenwah to quit the class? No, no, no, he wants her to continue
with the class. He says, “Stick it out, Jenwah. Continue with the class, Jenwah.” Does AJ want
Jenwah to stick it out in English class? Yeah, that’s right. He wants her to continue with English
class. He wants her to stick it out in English class.
Does he want her to stick it out in science class? No, no, no, this is not a science class. He doesn’t
want her stick it out in science class. He doesn’t want her to continue in science. He wants her to
stick it out in English class. Does AJ want Yuriko to stick it out? No, no, no, no, the opposite, actually. He does not want Yuriko to continue with the class.
Who does he want to stick it out in class? Well, he wants Jenwah to stick it out, right? He likes
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Jenwah. He wants Jenwah to stick it out in class. He wants her to continue. He does not want
Yuriko to stick it out. So he tells Jenwah, “Stick it out, Jenwah. Don’t worry. I will get rid of Yuriko.
Then we will all be better off.”
Is he going make Yuriko leave the class? Yeah, that’s right. He’s going to get rid of Yuriko. He’s
going to make her leave. He’s going to throw her away. He’s going to push her out. Right? That’s
get rid of. Get rid of means to eliminate, to delete, to throw away. So he’s going to get rid of Yuriko.
Will he get rid of Jenwah? No, no, no, he wants Jenwah to stick it out. He will get rid of Yuriko.
Why will he get rid of Yuriko? Well, because Yuriko is frightening the other students, right? That’s
why.
After Yuriko leaves, he says, “Then we will all be better off.” Will all the students have a better situation after Yuriko leaves? Yeah, that’s exactly right. They’ll be better off. They will have a better situation. Will the class improve after Yuriko leaves? Yes, that’s exactly right. The class will be better
off. The class will improve. Everyone will feel better. Everything will be better. They will be better
off. They will improve and be happier after Yuriko leaves.
Will the class be better off if Jenwah leaves? No, no, no, they won’t be better off if Jenwah leaves.
Jenwah’s a great student. She’s very nice. They’ll be better off if Yuriko leaves. Will the class be
better off if AJ leaves? Well, maybe. You know, if they – maybe they need a better teacher. AJ’s
maybe not a good teacher; but, you know, in general, no, they won’t be better off if AJ leaves.
They’ll be better off if Yuriko leaves.
Okay, so AJ says, “We’ll all be better off after Yuriko leaves.” The next day, AJ, the teacher, brings a
gun to class (shooting sound); because he’s American; and we all have guns. He points the gun at
Yuriko; and he says to Yuriko, he threatens her; and he says, “Yuriko, if you come to my class again,
I will kill you. Then I will take custody of your son and beat him every day.”
Does AJ threaten Yuriko? Yeah, that’s exactly right. AJ says he’s going to hurt her, so he threatens
her. He threatens Yuriko. Does AJ threaten Jenwah? No, AJ does not threaten Jenwah. AJ threatens Yuriko. Why does AJ threaten Yuriko? Well, he threatens her because he wants her to leave
the class, right? He wants to frighten her. He wants her to leave the class. That’s why he threatens
her, and I’m using threaten as a verb here, right? This is a verb – to threaten.
Does AJ threaten other students? No, no, he only threatens Yuriko. He only says he will hurt
Yuriko. He says, “Yuriko, if you come to my class again, I will kill you. Then I will take custody of
your son and beat him every day.” When AJ threatens Yuriko, what does he say? Well, he says
he’s going to kill her and take her son, take custody of her son and then beat him every day.
Will AJ take her son? Will he own her son? Yeah, that’s right. He will take custody of her son. He
will become the owner of her son. The government will say, “AJ, you are now the official father, the
legal father.” So AJ will take custody of her son after Yuriko is killed. Why will AJ take custody of
her son? Well, he will take her son. He will take custody of her son so he can beat him every day.
Oh, AJ’s such a nice guy.
He says, “I will take custody of your son and beat him every day.” Will he take custody of her
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daughter? No, no, he will not take custody of her daughter. He will take custody of her son. Who’s
son will he take custody of? Well, he will take custody of Yuriko’s son. Why will he take custody of
Yuriko’s son? Well, so he can beat him; and so he can threaten her.
Okay, so he says, “Leave now or I will take custody of your son and kill you! Leave the class now
and never come back!” Yuriko frightened by AJ’s threat. Is Yuriko scared by what AJ says? Yes,
she is. She’s very frightened by AJ’s threat. Is Yuriko frightened by AJ’s compliment? No, no, of
course not. AJ did not say something nice to her. That’s a compliment. She’s frightened by AJ’s
threat.
What was AJ’s threat? Now, it’s a noun, right? Threat this time is a noun. Well, AJ’s threat was he
said he would kill her and take her son. That was AJ’s threat. That’s the dangerous thing AJ said he
will do. Okay, AJ’s threat, was it frightening? Was it scary? Now, I’m using frightening as an adjective. Yeah, AJ’s threat was frightening; so Yuriko was frightened. Right? AJ’s threat was frightening;
so Yuriko felt frightened. Frightened is a feeling. Frightening describes a situation or a thing. So
AJ’s threat was very frightening, very scary.
Okay, so after AJ’s threat, what does Yuriko do? Well, after AJ’s threat, after she hears AJ’s threat,
Yuriko starts to cry, “Oh, ohhhhh, no, please, don’t hurt me.” Then she runs out of the class, and all
the other students cheer, “Yea! We’re happy.”
All right, good. One more time. This time I’ll pause after the key phrases. Yuriko is unfit to be a student. (Pause) Good. Yuriko is unfit to be a student. (Pause) Every day she comes to school.
Then she belittles the other students. (Pause) Then she belittles the other students. (Pause)
When another student makes a mistake, Yuriko yells, “Are you stupid? Do you have a mental disability? (Pause) Do you have a mental disability? (Pause) What’s wrong with you, you idiot?” One
day, another student named Jenwah complains to AJ, the teacher. She says, “I’m frightened by
Yuriko. (Pause) I’m frightened by Yuriko. I’m going to quit this class.” The teacher says, “Stick it
out, Jenwah. (Pause) Stick it out, Jenwah. (Pause) Don’t worry. I will get rid of Yuriko. Then we
will all be better off.” (Pause) Then we will all be better off. (Pause)
The next day, AJ brings a gun to school. He points the gun at Yuriko and threatens her. (Pause)
He points the gun at Yuriko and threatens her. “Yuriko, if you come to my class again, I will kill you;
and then I’ll take custody of your son, (Pause) And then I’ll take custody of your son, (Pause) and I
will beat him every day. So leave now!” Yuriko is frightened by AJ’s threat. (Pause) Yuriko is frightened by AJ’s threat. (Pause) She starts crying, and then she runs out of the class. The other students cheer, “Yea!”
Okay, that is the end of the mini-story. Please stop now and tell all of this story yourself using the
correct phrases. Okay, bye-bye.
[This is a joke of course-- Yuriko was one of my nicest and sweetest students ever ;)
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2. Lost Custody POV
Okay, this is the point of view mini-story for Lost Custody. Let’s get started. First one with the
phrase “Twenty years ago.”
Twenty years ago, there was a student named Yuriko. She was unfit to be a student. Every day she
came to school late. Then she belittled the other students. When another student made a mistake,
Yuriko yelled, “Are you stupid? Do you have a mental disability? What’s wrong with you, you idiot?”
One day, another student named Jenwah complained to AJ, the teacher. She said, “I’m frightened
by Yuriko. I’m going to quit this class.” The teacher said, “Stick it out, Jenwah. Don’t worry. I will
get rid of Yuriko. Then we will all be better off.”
The next day, AJ, the teacher, brought a gun to class. He pointed the gun at Yuriko and threatened
her. He said, “Yuriko, if you come to my class again, I will kill you; and then I will take custody of
your son and beat him every day. So leave now!” Yuriko was frightened by AJ’s threat. She started
to cry. Then she ran out of the class. The other students cheered, “Yea, Yuriko’s gone!”
Okay, the next version begins with “Since January.”
Since January, there has been a new student in AJ’s class. Her name is Yuriko. Yuriko is unfit to be
a student. Every day she has come to school late. Then she has belittled the other students. When
another student has made a mistake, Yuriko has always yelled, “Are you stupid? Do you have a
mental disability? What’s wrong with you, you idiot?” Well, one day, another student named Jenwah
complained to AJ, the teacher. She said, “I’m frightened by Yuriko. I’m going to quit this class.” The
teacher said, “Stick it out, Jenwah. Don’t worry. I’ll get rid of Yuriko. Then we’ll all be better off.”
The next day, AJ brought a gun to school. He pointed the gun at Yuriko and threatened her. He
said, “Yuriko, if you come to my class again, I will kill you; and then I’ll take custody of your son and
beat him every day. So leave now!” Yuriko was frightened by AJ’s threat. She started crying, and
then she ran out of the class. The other students cheered, “Yea!”
Okay, you’ll notice that one I – in the beginning there – I used the have – have – she has come to
school. She has belittled the other students, because those are things she did every day starting in
January up until now. But I said Yuriko is unfit to be a student. I said that because that’s a general
statement about her that’s always true. Past, present, and probably in the future, too. So I used the
present tense in that one; and then I switched to the past. I said, “One day, another student named
Jenwah,” and now we’re describing one thing that happened. It already happened. It’s totally finished. So that’s when I switched to simple past again.
Don’t worry. Don’t think about the verb tenses. Don’t think about the names: present perfect, past,
blah-blah-blah. Don’t worry about that. Just listen for when I change. Try to get a feeling – a feeling
for when I’m changing. Okay?
So listen carefully. That’s your only job. Do not try to memorize the rules. Do not try to remember
all those grammar rules. Just try to get a feeling for when I change the verb tenses and maybe why
do I do it. That’s all. That’s all you need to do.

www.EffortlessEnglishClub.com

All right, next one, let’s go to the future. Back to the future. “In ten years,” starting with “In ten
years.” Here we go.
In the future, ten years from now, in ten years, there will be a class; and in the class, there will be a
student named Yuriko. Yuriko will be unfit to be a student. Every day she’ll come to class late.
Then she’ll belittle the other students. When another student makes a mistake, Yuriko will yell, “Are
you stupid? Do you have a mental disability? What’s wrong with you, you idiot?” Now, one day,
another student named Jenwah will complain to the teacher, whose name is AJ. She’ll say, “I’m
frightened by Yuriko. I’m going to quit this class.” The teacher’ll say, “Stick it out, Jenwah. Don’t
worry. I’ll get rid of Yuriko. Then we’ll all be better of.”
The next day, AJ’ll bring a gun to class. He’ll point the gun at Yuriko and threaten her. “Yuriko, if
you come to my class again, I’ll kill you; and then I’ll take custody of your son and beat him every
day. So leave now!” Yuriko will be frightened by AJ’s threat. She’ll start crying, and then she’ll run
out of the class. The other students will cheer, “Yea! Yuriko’s gone. Yea!”
All right, that’s all for the point of view stories. Please now go back. Listen to the first one, then
pause and try to tell the first story yourself beginning with 20 years ago. Try to tell all the story and
use the correct verbs and the correct vocabulary. Then listen to the second one starting with “Since
January.” Listen to it a few times, and then pause and try to tell it yourself out loud, maybe alone in
your room or something.
And then, finally, listen to the third one beginning with “In ten years,” or “Ten years from now”; and try
to tell that one yourself, also. Okay, if you have trouble, if you can’t remember exactly the words to
say or you make a few mistakes, listen, just relax. Okay? Relax. It takes a little time. The most
important thing is to listen very carefully, and to listen again and again and again until you are sleeping and dreaming about these stories. Then it will become automatic.
So please relax about making mistakes. This is not a test. Okay? In fact, you can only listen if you
want to. If you want to, just listen. You don’t need to try to tell the stories yourself. If it makes you
feel stressed, if it makes you feel nervous or uncomfortable to pause and speak, then don’t do it.
Only tell the stories if you are relaxed about it. If you can do it and you don’t worry. You don’t feel
nervous about making mistakes. If you feel nervous, just relax and listen only. That’s fine.
Okay, I’ll see you next time. Bye-bye.
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2. Meddling Mother-In-Law MS
Hello, this is the mini-story lesson for the Meddling Mother-In-Law, Dear Abby lesson. Here we go.
There was a girl named Tomoe. One day, she took it upon herself to change her husband. Tomoe
was very picky. She wanted the apartment to always be perfectly clean, but her husband was a
lousy housekeeper. One day, Tomoe said, “When you do the laundry, please sort the clothes by
color.” Tomoe was very polite, but her husband took this the wrong way. He yelled, “Why are you
criticizing me? Why do you hate me? I’m not a lousy husband.” Then he jumped up and down,
pulled his hair, and said, “I wash my hands of this. I will never do laundry again.”
Okay, let’s go back to the top – this time with questions. You can pause and answer the questions,
or you can answer the question quickly in your head. Here I go. Or just listen.
There was a girl named Tomoe. One day, she took it upon herself to change her husband. Did
somebody tell Tomoe to change her husband? No, no, nobody told her. She took it upon herself.
Did Tomoe decide by herself to do this, to change her husband? That’s right. She decided all alone.
She decided herself, “I will change my husband.”
Did she take it upon herself to change her mother? No, no, no, she didn’t decide alone to change
her mother. She decided, by herself, to change her husband. She took it upon herself to change
her husband. Did she take it upon herself to clean the house? No, she didn’t take it upon herself to
clean the house. She didn’t decide, “Ah, I will clean the house.” No, she took it upon herself to
change her husband.
What did she take it upon herself to do? Well, she took it upon herself to change her husband. Why
did she take it upon herself to change her husband? Well, her husband was a lousy housekeeper.
He was a bad housekeeper. He didn’t clean the house very much. So she took it upon herself –
she decided herself – to change him. She didn’t ask anybody else.
Tomoe was very picky. She wanted the apartment to always be perfectly clean. Was Tomoe very
relaxed about the apartment? No, no, no, no, she was not relaxed. She was very picky. Everything
had to be perfect. Everything must be perfect, exactly as she wants it, exactly like she wants it.
Was Tomoe picky about her food? Must she always eat food that is perfect, exactly how she wants
it? No, no, no, Tamoa’s not picky about her food. She will eat any kind of food. So no problem.
She’s not picky about her food. Is Tomoe picky about her clothes? Was she picky about her
clothes? Well, no, no, she doesn’t care about clothes. She doesn’t care about fashion. She will
wear anything.
What was she picky about? Well, Tomoe was picky about the apartment, right? Everything in the
apartment must be clean. Everything must be in the right place. Tommoe was very, very picky
about the apartment, not about her food, not about clothes, not about other things. She’s very picky
– was very picky about the apartment.
But her husband was a lousy housekeeper. Was he a good housekeeper? No, no, no, no, he was a
very bad housekeeper. Did he clean the apartment a lot? No, no, he was a lousy housekeeper. He
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never cleaned the apartment. Did he do the laundry a lot? No, no, no, he never did the laundry.
Was he good at doing the laundry? No, no, he was lousy. He was bad at doing the laundry.
Was he good with washing the dishes? No, no, he was lousy with the dishes, too. He was a lousy
housekeeper in general. He was lousy with housekeeping. He was a lousy housekeeper.
So, finally, one day Tomoe said, “When you do the laundry, please sort the clothes by color.” Did
she want him to pick out the different clothes – to separate them and organize them by color? Yes,
yes, of course. That’s exactly what she wanted. She wanted him to sort the clothes by color. Did
she want him to sort the clothes by size? Big ones here, small ones there. No, no, no, she didn’t
want him to sort the clothes by size.
Did she want him to sort the dishes by color? No, no, no, no, she did not want him to sort the dishes
– the plates, the bowls, no. She did not want him to sort the dishes. She wanted him to sort the
clothes. How did she want him to sort the clothes? Well, she wanted him to sort the clothes by
color. That’s how. She wanted him to sort the clothes by color.
Okay, so she wanted him to sort the clothes by color. When she said this, she was very polite, very
nice. Tomoe was very polite always, but her husband took this the wrong way. Did her husband
understand Tomoe exactly? No, no, he did not understand. He thought she was angry. He thought
she was criticizing him. She – he thought she was attacking him. He took this the wrong way. He
took her words the wrong way.
She said, “When you do the laundry, please sort the clothes by color.” But her husband took this the
wrong way. He misunderstood the words. Did her husband take this the wrong way? Take her
words the wrong way? Yes, of course, exactly right. He took her words the wrong way.
Did her mother take it the wrong way? No, no, no, no, not her mother. She wasn’t talking to her
mother. Her mother didn’t take it the wrong way. Her husband took it the wrong way. What did her
husband take the wrong way? Well, her husband took her words the wrong way. When she said,
“Please sort the clothes by color,” he took that the wrong way.
After he took it the wrong way, what did he do? Well, he took it the wrong way; then he yelled, “Why
are you criticizing me? Why do you hate me? I’m not a lousy husband.” Did he think he was a bad
husband? No, no, no, he said, “I’m not a lousy husband. I am not a bad husband. I’m not a terrible
husband.” So he said, “I’m not a lousy husband.” He didn’t think he was a lousy husband.
Did Tomoe say he was a lousy husband? No, of course not. Tomoe’s polite. She didn’t say that.
She didn’t say, “You are a lousy husband.” She only said, “Please sort the clothes by color.” But he
took that the wrong way. Then he jumped up and down. He pulled his hair; and he said, “I wash my
hands of this. I will never do laundry again.”
Did her husband wash his hands of doing the dishes? No, no, no, no, he didn’t decide never to do
the dishes. He will continue to do the dishes. He washed his hands of doing the laundry. Did he
wash his hands of all housekeeping? No, no, he didn’t wash his hands of all housekeeping. He didn’t quit all housekeeping. He will still do some other things, but he washed his hands of doing the
laundry.
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Will he ever do the laundry again? Will he ever do laundry again? No, absolutely not, no. He will
never do laundry again. He washed his hands of doing laundry. He said, “I wash my hands of laundry.” Yep, it means he will never do laundry again. He will never help with laundry again. He will
never touch laundry again. Never.
Did he wash his hands of the relationship of his marriage? No, no, no, of course not. He didn’t quit
his relationship. He didn’t quit his marriage. He said, “I wash my hands of laundry.” He will never
do laundry again.
Okay, very good. One more time up to the top. This time, if you want, if you want to practice speaking, I will pause after the key phrases. Please repeat them. When you repeat, copy my pronunciation; especially copy my intonation. When do I go up? When do I go down? And, remember, in
English, we start high, ahhhhh, and we drop, ahhhhh, ahhhhh. So listen for that and copy it exactly.
Here we go.
There was a girl named Tomoe. One day, she took it upon herself to change her husband. (Pause)
One day, she took it upon herself to change her husband. (Pause) Very good. Tomoe was very
picky. (Pause) Tomoe was very picky. (Pause) Good. She wanted the apartment to always be
perfectly clean, but her husband was a lousy housekeeper. (Pause) But her husband was a lousy
housekeeper. (Pause) Good.
One day, Tomoe said, “When you do the laundry, please sort the clothes by color.” (Pause) Very
good. “Please sort the clothes by color.” (Pause) Good. Tomoe was very polite, but her husband
took this the wrong way. (Pause) Good. But her husband took this the wrong way. (Pause) Very
good.
He yelled, “Why are you criticizing me? Why do you hate me? I’m not a lousy husband.” (Pause)
Good. “I’m not a lousy husband.” (Pause) Very good. Then he jumped up and down, pulled his
hair, and said, “I wash my hands of this.” (Pause) Good. “I wash my hands of this.” (Pause) Very
good. “I wash my hands of this. I will never do laundry again.”
Okay, that is all. Now please pause or stop this and try to tell all of the story yourself. Use all of the
new phrases, all of the key phrases; and try to tell all of the story. If you can’t, don’t worry. Relax.
Just listen again. Try to listen to it every day.
See you next time. Bye-bye.
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2. Meddling Mother-In-Law POV
Hello, welcome to the point of view mini-story for the Meddling Mother-In-Law lesson. Let’s get started in our first version of the story. We will start with the phrase “Right now.” Okay? The original
story was in the past, so now we’re gonna start with “Right now.”
Right now, there is a girl named Tomoe. She takes it upon herself to change her husband. Tomoe is
very picky. She wants the apartment to always be perfectly clean, but her husband is a lousy housekeeper. One day, Tomoe says, “When you do laundry, please sort the clothes by color.” Tomoe is
very polite, but her husband takes this the wrong way. He yells, “Why are you criticizing me? Why
do you hate me? I’m not a lousy husband.” Then he jumps up and down, pulls his hair, and says, “I
wash my hands of this. I will never do laundry again.”
All right, very good. Now let’s change the story a little bit. We’re gonna start the story with the
phrase “Since last April.” Starting in last April, continuing until now. Since last April. Okay.
There’s a girl named Tomoe. Since last April, she has taken it upon herself to change her husband.
Since that time, Tomoe has been very, very picky. She has wanted the apartment to always be perfectly clean, but her husband has always been a lousy housekeeper. One day, Tomoe said, “When
you do the laundry, please sort the clothes by color.” At that time, Tomoe was very polite; but her
husband took it the wrong way. He yelled, “Why are you criticizing me? Why do you hate me? I’m
not a lousy husband.” Then he jumped up and down, pulled his hair, and said, “I wash my hands of
this. I will never do laundry again.”
Okay, did you notice, again, this happens a lot when we begin something with the perfect tenses.
We often switch to another tense, often to the past tense. So we talked about one day – I’m sorry, I
didn’t say one day. Tomoe has taken it upon herself to change her husband. It means she started
trying to change him last April. She has continued trying to change him until now, or until this day
where they had the argument.
Right, it started in the past; and it continued. So we say, “She has taken it upon herself.” Has taken.
And we say, “Tomoe has been very picky.” This gives the idea that something changed. Maybe in
April, something happened; because, before April, maybe she wasn’t picky; but since April, she has
been very picky. Starting in April until now. You get the idea. But then when I say, “One day, Tomoe
said,” okay, one day is your clue. One day tells you, “Aha, it happened; and it’s finished; so switch to
the past tense.”
All right, and now let’s do our little – we can imagine we’re telling a story about the future. Maybe it’s
a movie idea. Maybe it’s any kind of story; but that’s going to happen. Here we go.
There will be a girl named Tomoe. One day in the future, she will take it upon herself to change her
husband. Tomoe’ll be very picky. She’ll want the apartment to always be perfectly clean, but her
husband’ll be a lousy housekeeper. One day, Tomoe’ll say, “When you do laundry, please sort the
clothes by color.” Tomoe will be very polite, but her husband will take it the wrong way. He’ll yell,
“Why are you criticizing me? Why do you hate me? I’m not a lousy husband.” Then he’ll jump up
and down, pull his hair, and say, “I wash my hands of this. I’ll never do laundry again.”
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Okay, in that story, you heard – sometimes it’s hard to hear the future, right? In the textbooks they
tell you to say will – will – will – will. He will do this. He will yell. I will go. But, in fact, when we
speak, we don’t usually say will. Right? We put – we combine it. We just say ‘ll, ‘ll. There’ll be a
girl named Tomoe. Right? There will be a girl. There’ll – there’ll – there’ll be a girl.
One day, she’ll take it upon herself. Right? Not she will. She’ll. It’s a contraction. We’re putting
the two sounds together. Tomoe’ll be very picky. Right? Instead of saying Tomoe will be very picky,
we can say, “Tomoe’ll be very picky.” Right? We cut off the W I. Instead of saying “wi,” we just say
‘ll.” Tomoe’ll be very picky.
She’ll want the apartment to be clean always. Not she will. She’ll. Her husband’ll be a lousy housekeeper. Not her husband will be. Her husband’ll – husband’ll. Okay? Now this is not correct for
writing. With writing, we don’t usually say husband’ll; but in speech, in conversation, especially
native speakers speaking quickly, they will say ‘ll – ‘ll. Her husband’ll be very bad. Her husband’ll
be a bad housekeeper.
One day, Tomoe’ll say, Tomoe’ll say – did you hear that? Tomoe’ll say – not Tomoe will say.
Tomoe’ll say – then we switch to the present tense; because it’s a quote. “When you do laundry,
please sort the clothes by color.” Tomoe’ll be very polite. Tomoe’ll – Tomoe’ll be very polite, but her
husband’ll take it the wrong way. Her husband will take it the wrong way. He’ll yell, not he will yell.
He’ll yell, “Why are you criticizing me?” Etc., etc. Then he’ll jump up and down. He’ll pull his hair,
and will say – and’ll say – you could even do that. And’ll say – and’ll say – and will say, “I wash my
hands of this. I will never do laundry again.”
So listen for that. You know, the English you get in textbooks, in CD – on CDs, in schools, it’s a formal style of English. It’s also really a written kind of English. So you’re learning to speak written
English from these books; and, you know, that’s okay; but it’s not how we really speak. It is not how
Americans actually speak.
You’ll never see in a textbook husband’ll. The husband’ll be good. The husband’ll go to the store.
You’ll never see that in the textbook; but, in fact, that’s exactly what we say every day – husband’ll.
Tomoe’ll. He’ll. So listen for that when you listen to our movie lessons, when you listen to my commentaries, when you listen to these mini-stories. I’ll try to use this more normal conversation style
so you can begin to understand it and use it.
Okay, that’s all. As usual, listen to each version. Then pause and try to tell the story yourself. All of
it using the correct grammar, the correct verb tenses; and try to use the correct pronunciation when
you do this future one, especially. Try to use ‘ll – ‘ll – ‘ll instead of will.
Okay, see you next time. Bye-bye.
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2. Nudist MS
Okay, welcome to the mini-story lesson for Nudist. Let’s get started.
Sarah longs for a fella named Bobby. She loves him deeply; but Bobby lives in Norway; and Sarah
lives in San Francisco. Every day, Sarah thinks about Bobby and feels unsettled. Finally, she
decides she must see him to be happy. She flies to Norway to retrieve him and bring him back to
San Francisco. She spots him at a beach. She wants to run to him, but she hesitates because he’s
in the buff. She’s shocked and startled because he’s with a beautiful, busty woman who is also in
the buff. Sarah starts to cry. (Crying sound) Then she runs away. She returns to San Francisco.
Sarah and Bobby never cross paths again.
All right, let’s go up to the top with questions.
Sarah longs for a fella named Bobby. Sarah longs for Bobby. Does she want him very, very much?
Yes, that’s right. She longs for him. She wants him very, very much. She thinks about him all the
time. She longs for him. Does Sarah long for David? Does she want David a lot? No, no, no, she
doesn’t long for David. She longs for Bobby. She really wants Bobby. She really, really needs and
wants Bobby. She longs for Bobby.
Sarah longs for a fella named Bobby. Does she long for a man named Bobby? Yes, exactly right.
She longs for – she wants a man named Bobby. Does she want a guy named Bobby? Yes, that’s
right. She wants a fella named Bobby. She wants a fella named Bobby. Does she long for a fella
named Jim? No, she doesn’t want a fella, a guy named Jim. Does she want a guy – does she want
a fella named AJ? Oh, no, no, no, she doesn’t want a fella named AJ. She wants a fella named
Bobby.
Why does she want a fella named Bobby? Well, she wants a fella, a guy, named Bobby because
she loves him deeply, very much. But there’s a problem. Bobby lives in Norway, and Sarah lives in
San Francisco. However, every day Sarah thinks about Bobby; and she feels unsettled. Does she
feel very, very, very upset? Well, actually, no, no. Unsettled does not mean very, very upset. It
means just a little upset. She feels a little strange, a little upset, a little nervous and sad, maybe. So
she feels unsettled. She feels a little wrong, but not a lot.
Still, every day she feels unsettled. Does she feel unsettled only on Monday? No, no, no, she doesn’t feel a little bad on Monday only. She feels unsettled every day. She feels a little bit strange, a little bad every day. Why does she feel unsettled? Well, she feels unsettled – she feels a little bad
because she misses Bobby. She’s thinking about Bobby. She loves Bobby; but Bobby is in San
Francisco – I mean in Norway; and she is in San Francisco. Right? They live apart. They live far
away.
That’s why she feels unsettled. Does she feel unsettled because she ate something bad? No, no,
she didn’t eat anything bad. Her stomach’s okay. She feels unsettled because she misses Bobby.
She’s sad about Bobby. Well, she feels unsettled every day, every day; every day she feels unsettled.
Finally, she decides she must see him – she must see Bobby to be happy. So she flies to Norway to
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retrieve him. Does she plan to stay in Norway? No, no, she wants to retrieve him. She wants to
get Bobby and bring him back to San Francisco. Right. She doesn’t wanna stay in Norway. She
wants to retrieve him – get him and bring him back to San Francisco.
Does she want to retrieve her brother? No, no, no, she’s not trying to get her brother and bring him
back to San Francisco. She wants to retrieve Bobby, right? Why does she want to retrieve Bobby?
Well, she wants to retrieve him; because she loves him and misses him. She wants him to come
back to San Francisco. So she wants to retrieve Bobby.
When she flies to Norway, who does she want to retrieve? Well, she flies to Norway to retrieve
Bobby. Okay, very good. She flies to Norway to retrieve Bobby and bring him back to San
Francisco. She looks for him everywhere – in the cities, everywhere; but, finally, she spots him at a
beach. Does she see him at a beach? Yes, that’s exactly right. She spots him at a beach. She
sees him at a beach.
Maybe the beach has many people. She’s looking. She’s looking. Ah, finally, she spots him. Does
she spot him in the city? No, no, no, she does not see him – she does not spot him in the city.
Does she spot him in a car? No, she does not spot him in a car. Where does she spot him? Well,
she spots him at a beach.
When she spots him, is he alone? No, no, she spots him with another woman. Right? Who does
she spot at the beach? Well, she spots Bobby at the beach, right? And when she spots him, when
she sees him, she wants to run to him, but she hesitates. Why does she hesitate? She hesitates
because he’s in the buff. He’s naked. He has no clothes.
Does she wait? Does she stop, or does she run to him immediately? Well, she hesitates. She
waits, right? She wants to run to him. She starts to go, but then she stops. She waits. She hesitates. She hesitates to run. Why does she hesitate to run to Bobby? Well, she hesitates because
he’s in the buff. He’s naked. Is he wearing clothes? No, no, he’s in the buff. No clothes.
Is Bobby wearing a swimsuit? No, Bobby is not wearing a swimsuit. He is in the buff. He’s in the
buff. He is naked. He has no clothes. Does Sarah see other people in the buff? Yes, she does.
She sees another person. She sees a beautiful, busty woman who is also in the buff. Does this
woman have large breasts? Yes, she does, in fact. She’s busty woman. She’s a busty woman.
Does the woman have a flat chest, a flat chest, very small breasts? No, no, no, she’s a busty
woman. She has large breasts. She’s a very busty woman.
Does Sarah hesitate because she sees Bobby naked with a busty woman? Yeah, that’s right.
That’s exactly why she waits. That’s exactly why she hesitates. She hesitates because she sees
him in the buff, and he is with a busty woman who is also in the buff – who also has no clothes.
That’s why she hesitates and waits.
After she hesitates, what does Sarah do? Well, after she hesitates, (gasp) she sees him; and then
she starts to cry. (Crying sound) “Oh, no.” Sarah starts to cry. Then she runs away. She does not
run to Bobby. She runs away. She returns to San Francisco alone. Sarah and Bobby never cross
paths again.
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In the future, do Sarah and Bobby meet again? No, they never meet again. They never cross paths
again. Do they see each other again sometime in the future? No, no, no, they never cross paths
again. They never meet again. They never see each other again. Does Sarah cross paths with
Bobby again? Nooooo, she never crossed paths – crosses paths with Bobby again. Sarah never
crosses paths with Bobby again.
Does Sarah cross paths with the naked woman again? Does she cross paths with the naked
woman, the busty woman again? Well, maybe, but, no, actually, no, she doesn’t. She never sees
the busty naked woman – the busty woman in the buff – never sees her again, either. She never
crosses paths with Bobby or with the naked woman.
Does Sarah cross paths with her mother in the future? Well, yes, yes, probably, of course. She
needs her mother a lot. She crosses paths with her mother many times, so they always cross paths.
No problem. But she never crosses paths with Bobby again. Sarah and Bobby never cross paths
again. They never meet again.
All right, let’s go back to the beginning. This time I’ll pause after the key words, the key phrases.
Please repeat the phrase after me. Don’t only repeat. Please copy my pronunciation. Listen for my
intonation. When do I go up, and when do I streeeeetch, and when do I drop? Uhhhhh, uhhhhh.
Listen for that and copy it. Here we go.
Sarah longs for a fella named Bobby. (Pause) Sarah longs for a fella named Bobby. (Pause)
Good. She loves him deeply; but Bobby lives in Norway; and Sarah lives in San Francisco. Every
day, Sarah thinks about Bobby and feels unsettled. (Pause) Every day, Sarah thinks about Bobby
and feels unsettled. (Pause)
Finally, she decides she must see him to be happy. She flies to Norway to retrieve him. (Pause)
She flies to Norway to retrieve him. (Pause) Good. She flies to Norway to retrieve him and bring
him back to San Francisco. She spots him at a beach. (Pause) Good. She spots him at a beach.
(Pause) Good. Copy that intonation. Um-um-um-um-um-um. She spots him at a beach.
She wants to run to him, but she hesitates. (Pause) She wants to run to him, but she hesitates.
(Pause) Good. She hesitates because he’s in the buff. (Pause) She hesitates because he’s in the
buff. (Pause) Very good. She’s shocked and startled. (Pause) She’s shocked and startled.
(Pause) Good. She’s shocked and startled – she’s surprised – because he’s with a beautiful, busty
woman. (Pause) Good. Because he’s with a beautiful, busy woman. (Pause) Good.
She’s started because he’s with a beautiful, busty woman who is also in the buff. (Pause) Good.
She’s startled because he’s with a beautiful, busty woman who is also in the buff. (Pause) Sarah
starts to cry. (Crying sound) Then she runs away. She returns to San Francisco. Sarah and Bobby
never cross paths again. (Pause) Good. Sarah and Bobby never cross paths again. (Pause)
Okay, very good. Please pause and tell all of the story again. Tell the entire story. Try to use all the
new phrases and vocabulary. All right. I will see you next time. When you finish, go to the point of
view story. Bye-bye.
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2. Nudist POV
Okay, let’s get started. It’s the point of view mini-stories for the Nudist lesson. Are you ready? First,
we’re gonna go back to the past – last week.
Last week, Sarah longed for a fella named Bobby. She loved him deeply; but Bobby lived in
Norway; and Sarah lived in San Francisco. Sarah thought about Bobby every day and felt unsettled.
Finally, she decided she must see him to be happy. She flew to Norway to retrieve him and bring
him back to San Francisco. She spotted him at a beach. She wanted to run to him, but she hesitated because he was in the buff. She was shocked and startled because he was with a beautiful,
busty woman who was also in the buff. Sarah started to cry. (Crying sound) Then she ran away.
She returned to San Francisco just yesterday. Sarah and Bobby never crossed paths again.
All right, very nice. Let’s do another one now. We’re gonna start with since middle school – since
middle school for version No. 2.
Since middle school, Sarah has longed for a fella named Bobby. She has loved him deeply all that
time, since middle school until now; but Bobby has lived in Norway for ten years; and Sarah has
lived in San Francisco. Every day, Sarah has thought about Bobby and has felt unsettled. Well,
finally one day, she decided she must see him to be happy. So she flew to Norway to retrieve him
and bring him back to San Francisco. She spotted him at a beach one day. She wanted to run to
him, but she hesitated because he was in the buff. She was shocked and startled because he was
with a beautiful, busty woman who was also in the buff. Sarah started to cry. (Crying sound) Then
she ran away. She returned to San Francisco. Sarah and Bobby never crossed paths again.
Okay, as always, you can see – this happens a lot when we start with since middle school, since one
year ago. Often we have to switch to the past tense again when we talk about a specific event,
right? Specific events usually start. They happen, and then they stop. It’s all finished in the past.
When we talk about, you know, one day or one week or one time, oh, that tells you, “Ah, time to use
the past.” But if we say since middle school, since 2006, you know, until five years ago, well, then
that tells us, “Oh, maybe we better starting using have, have gone, have gone, or has gone, or had
gone.”
Okay, third version. Let’s go to the future. Into the future. Into the future, next year, here’s my idea
for a story. It’s a story that will happen next year.
There will be a woman named Sarah. Sarah will long for a fella named Bobby. She’ll love him
deeply; but Bobby’ll live in Norway; and Sarah will live in San Francisco. Every day, Sarah’ll think
about Bobby, and she’ll feel unsettled. Finally, she’ll decide she must see him to be happy. She’ll fly
to Norway to retrieve him and bring him back to San Francisco. She’ll spot him at a beach. She’ll
want to run to him, but she’ll hesitate because he’ll be in the buff. She’ll be shocked and startled
because he’ll also be with a beautiful, busty woman who’ll be in the buff. Sarah’ll start to cry. Then
she’ll run away. She’ll return to San Francisco. Sarah and Bobby will never cross paths again.
All right, those are our three versions. Please listen to them many times. When you understand
them, when you know them well, pause after each version and tell all of the story yourself. Tell it
starting with last week or last year or ten years ago. That’s version one; and then tell it again start-
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ing with since middle school, or since high school, or since 2002. That’s version No. 2, and then tell
it again in the future next year, in the year 2010, or next month.
Okay? Practice all three versions, and that’s all.
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2. Obsessive Behavior MS
Okay, welcome to the mini-story for Obsessive Behavior lesson. Let’s get started.
Cathy always obsesses about English. She constantly worries about taking the TOEFL test. When
she worries, she always rubs her hands together. They are always chaffed. Her friend, Gabriel, is
the opposite. He always opts to remain relaxed. He always reprimands Cathy. “Cathy, stop obsessing about English, damn it.” Cathy never stands up to Gabriel directly. She just says, “I’m sorry.
Please don’t be mad.” Then she says, “Um, but let’s go the library now and study English, please.”
Gabriel always nixes this idea. “Hell, no, we’re not studying English.” Cathy feels unsettled; but she
says, hesitantly, “Okay.” However, in her head, she silently starts to review English grammar. Then
she feels much better.
Okay, again, this time with questions. Back to the top.
Cathy always obsesses about English. Does she think about English all the time? Yes, that’s right.
She always thinks about English. Does she think about English in the morning? Yeah, that’s right.
She always obsesses about English in the morning. Does she think about English during the day?
Yes, that’s right. She’s obsessing about English, right? Always obsesses about English; so she
thinks about English in the morning, in the afternoon, at night before she goes to sleep. She
obsesses about English.
Does she obsess about French? No, no, no, she doesn’t care about French. She doesn’t always
think about French. She obsesses about English. Who always obsesses about English? Well,
Cathy always obsesses about English. Does Gabriel always obsess about English? No, no, Gabriel
doesn’t always obsess about English. Cathy always obsesses about English.
She constantly worries about taking the TOEFL test. Does she obsess about the TOEFL test? Yes,
yes, she’s always obsessed with the TOEFL test. She always obsesses about the TOEFL test.
When she worries, she always rubs her hands together. Right? She’s always rubbing her hands
together when she worries about English, when she obsesses about English.
Because she always rubs her hands together, they are always chaffed. Are her hands always red?
Yes, that’s right. Her hands are always chaffed. The skin is always red. Is the skin always a little
painful? Yeah, that’s right. Her hands are always chaffed, so her hands are always a little painful.
The skin is painful. The skin is a little bit red. Why are her hands always chaffed? Well, they’re
always chaffed because she rubs them together when she worries – when she worries about
English.
Are they chaffed because she washes her hands too much? No, no, that’s not why they’re chaffed.
Her hands are not chaffed because she washes her hands too much. They’re chaffed because she
rubs her hands together too much. They’re chaffed because she rubs her hands together. That’s
why they’re red and painful.
Now, her friend, Gabriel, is the opposite. He always opts to remain relaxed. Does he choose to
remain relaxed? Yeah, that’s right. He opts to be relaxed. He chooses to be relaxed. To opt to
means to choose. Now, we usually use opt to with an action. Opt to run. Opt to go shopping. Opt
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to stay relaxed. It goes with the verb. If you’re choosing two things, if you have a red phone and a
blue phone, you don’t say, “I opt the red phone.”
You might say, “I opt for the red phone.” If you say that, then it’s okay; but, usually, we use it with
verbs. You opt to do something. I opt to buy the red phone. We would say that. That would be
okay. So he opts to stay relaxed. Does Cathy opt to stay relaxed? Does she choose to be relaxed?
No, Cathy does not opt to stay relaxed. She always opts to be worried. She always obsesses about
English, but Gabriel opts to remain relaxed.
He chooses to remain relaxed, and he always reprimands Cathy. Does he criticize Cathy’s obsession? Obsession’s a noun. Does he criticize Cathy’s obsession – Cathy’s worrying? Yeah, that’s
right. He reprimands Cathy. Does he tell her she’s wrong, that she’s doing something bad? Yeah,
that’s right. He reprimands Cathy. He tells her, “Stop obsessing about English, damn it.” Right? He
reprimands her.
He criticizes her and tells her she’s doing something wrong. Does Gabriel reprimand his mother?
No, no, Gabriel does not reprimand his mother. Who does Gabriel reprimand? Gabriel reprimands
Cathy. Why does he reprimand Cathy? Well, he reprimands Cathy because she worries about
English too much. She obsesses about English.
Does he reprimand Cathy all the time? Well, no, he doesn’t reprimand Cathy all the time. When
does he reprimand Cathy? Well, he reprimands Cathy when she talks about English, when she
wants to study English, and when she rubs her hands together. Then he reprimands her.
How does he reprimand her? What does he say? Well, he reprimands her by saying, “Cathy, stop
obsessing about English, damn it.” But Cathy never stands up to Gabriel. Does Cathy argue with
Gabriel? No, no, she does not stand up to Gabriel. Does she disagree with Gabriel directly? No,
no, she never says something to him. She never disagrees. She never argues. She does not stand
up to Gabriel.
Does Cathy stand up to other people? Well, we don’t know. Maybe she stands up to other people.
Maybe she will argue with her mom or her other friends, but she won’t stand up to Gabriel. When
Gabriel reprimands her, does she stand up to him? No, she doesn’t. She does not stand up to
Gabriel. He says, “Stop obsessing about English,” while she doesn’t argue with him.
What does she say? Since she doesn’t stand up to him, she just says, “I’m sorry. Please don’t be
mad.” But then later she says, “Um, but, um, let’s go the library now and study English, please.”
Gabriel gets angry. Gabriel always nixes this idea. Does Gabriel agree with the idea? No, no, he
nixes the idea, right? He shoots the idea down. He destroys the idea. He immediately says no. He
says, “No, we are not studying English.” He nixes the idea.
Does he nix all of Cathy’s ideas? No, no, no, he doesn’t nix all of Cathy’s ideas. He only nixes her
idea to study English. When she wants to study English, he always nixes the idea. He always says
no immediately. “No, we’re not studying English.”
Does Gabriel nix Bob’s idea? No, no, no, he doesn’t nix Bob’s idea. He nixes Cathy’s idea, right?
Gabriel nixes Cathy’s idea, not Bob’s idea; and when he nixes her idea, what does he say? Well,
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Gabriel always nixes the idea and says, “Hell, no, we’re not studying English.”
How does Cathy feel when this happens? Well, Cathy feels unsettled, right? She feels a little
strange, a little uncomfortable. Does she feel very, very, very upset? No, she doesn’t. She feels
just unsettled, a little upset; and then when she feels unsettled, she says, hesitantly, “Okay. Um, it’s
okay.” However, in her head, silently in her head, she is thinking about grammar; and she is reviewing English grammar. Then she feels much better.
When she says okay, does she say it strongly and quickly? No, no, no, she does not. She says it
hesitantly. She stops and she starts. She’s not sure. She says, “Uh-uh-uh-uh-uh, oh, okay.” She
says it hesitantly, right? When Cathy says okay, she does not say it directly. She says it very, very
hesitantly. What does she say hesitantly? Well, she says, “Okay,” hesitantly.
All right. So let’s go back to the top again; and this time, I’m going to pause after key phrases.
Please copy my pronunciation. Remember, this is not just repeating words. Repeating words does
not help. You need to copy my pronunciation. When I go up, you should go up. When I go down,
you should go down. Copy my intonation very carefully. Okay, let’s go to the top. Here we go.
Cathy always obsesses about English. (Pause) Good. Cathy always obsesses about English.
(Pause) She constantly worries about taking the TOEFL test. When she worries, she always rubs
her hands together. They are always chaffed. (Pause) Good. They are always chaffed. (Pause)
Her friend, Gabriel, is the opposite. He always opts to remain relaxed. (Pause) He always opts to
remain relaxed. (Pause) Good. He always reprimands Cathy. (Pause) He always reprimands
Cathy. (Pause) He says, “Stop obsessing about English, damn it.” (Pause) He says, “Stop obsessing about English, damn it.” (Pause) Good.
Cathy never stands up to Gabriel. (Pause) Cathy never stands up to Gabriel. (Pause) She just
says, “I’m sorry. Don’t be mad.” Then she says, “But, um, but let’s go the library now and study
English, please.” Gabriel always nixes this idea. (Pause) Gabriel always nixes this idea. (Pause)
He says, “Hell, no, we’re not studying English.” Cathy feels unsettled. (Pause) Cathy feels unsettled. (Pause) But she says, hesitantly, “Okay.” (Pause) But she says, hesitantly, “Okay.” (Pause)
However, in her head, quietly, she starts to review English grammar. Then she feels much better.
Okay, that is all for this mini-story. Please pause now and try to tell all of the story yourself. Say it
out loud, not silently. Say it out loud, speak it out loud. Try to tell all of the story using the new
vocabulary and, also, using the correct pronunciation, the correct intonation. If this is difficult, if you
cannot do it, no problem. Just listen again. Listen again, listen again. Listening is most important.
Okay, good luck. On to the point of view mini-stories. Bye-bye.
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